
Class 5 

Pandora’s Box 

September 2018 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome to Class 5! I am very much looking forward to teaching and getting to know your children this 

year. Below is a brief outline of the work that Class 5 will be covering during the term. Wherever possible 

we will be linking subjects to our topic, which for Terms 1 and 2 is ‘Ancient Greece’.  This letter is for your 

information and to enable you to support your child’s learning in any family or extra-curricular activities.   

Our teaching assistant this year is Mrs Ritchie. The children will continue to have a weekly PE lesson with 

Miss Miles (which this year is on Wednesdays) and a weekly French lesson with Madame Hanscomb. 

Key dates for your diaries in Term 1 in Year 5 

 

 Monday 3rd  September – School starts 

 Thursday 5th September – bring musical instruments to school 

 Tuesday 18th September - Curriculum Evening, 6.00pm 

 Friday 5th October – Harvest Festival, 1.00pm 

 Wednesday 24th October – Term ends 

Please see the whole school diary for dates for the rest of the year. 

Homework 

Homework is generally set on a Wednesday, to be handed in the following Tuesday. Homework will 

normally consist of a piece of literacy work, maths, spelling activity and daily reading. The weekly 

homework information is also available on the school website. Occasionally I will set ‘talking homework’ 

and once or twice in the year I will set a practical learning activity or an ‘Extended Learning Task’ where 

they will be given more time to complete a mini project.  The purpose of these tasks is to give children the 

opportunity to stretch themselves, produce work of a greater depth and – for some tasks – work together 

with a parent to produce a piece of work. The children can use their homework books for spelling practice 

(spellings will be tested on a Monday) as well as multiplication practice.  (Advance warning… I will be 

setting a ‘parent-sharing’ DT Homework in the middle of the term – it will be to design and make a 

‘Pandora’s Box’ out of wood, cardboard or other materials, which will hopefully open up to reveal 

something a little more pleasant than in the original Greek myth!) Your child is expected to read at home 

every day – please ensure you sign their reading diary after every reading session as this is used to keep a 

record of how many nights your child has read.  I would recommend at least 15 minutes of reading per 

evening, but of course, if your child wishes to read for longer I would be delighted!  Please ensure your 

child brings his/her reading record book in to school every day so that any guided reading sessions can be 

recorded and so that the classroom reading chart can be updated (which is displayed in class). We are 

hoping that Class 5 will win the Reading Challenge this year! 

Routines 

Please ensure that your child brings a named water bottle to school every day, as well as a waterproof coat 

and their reading book and reading diary.  PE is on Wednesday afternoons. 

English  

Much of our Literacy work will be based around our topic of Ancient Greece. The children will be learning 

about various Greek myths and will be retelling myths in dramatic form, writing poetry, writing newspaper 

reports and writing their own myths.  They will also research life in Ancient Greece and will write non-

chronological reports on the subject.  As always there will be a focus on grammar and punctuation within 

lessons and in their written work.  We will have weekly spelling tests (through transcription) and weekly 



handwriting practice in class.  The children will have a guided reading session every week where we will be 

focusing on comprehension skills.   

Maths  

This term there will be a focus on calculation skills and place value.  We will be building on the skills they 

developed in Year 4, particularly in their fraction, shape and geometry work.  It is really important that 

your child knows and is secure with their times tables, as these come into so many different areas of Maths 

– please help your child at home to ensure that they are secure with their tables. You can also help your 

child by using numbers in everyday situations (shops, measuring etc.) and by encouraging them to work 

out the answer in their head.   

Science  

We will be looking at ‘Forces in Action’ this term, with practical activities whenever possible.  

Computing  

Computing will be taught and used in a cross-curricular way; this term it will be used for research, 

organising ideas and presenting work. We will also be reinforcing the importance of E-safety. The class will 

also be using the iPads – this will be linked to our history topic. 

History and Geography 

We will be learning about everyday life in Ancient Greece, as well as learning about beliefs and associated 

myths. We shall be finding out about the physical geography of Greece, locating modern and ancient sites 

on maps and finding out about the population and culture of Greece today. 

RE  

Our RE topic will be centred on the key question: Why do believers often see life as a journey and what 

significant experiences mark this? 

PSHE & C  

Along with our weekly theme of the week, we shall be electing our school council representatives (linking 

this with democracy) and also reminding the class about the importance of e-safety. 

Music  

As well as singing, the children will be using instruments as much as possible in class. Please ask your child 

to bring their instrument in every Thursday for music lessons. We also have instruments in school for 

those who do not have individual lessons. We will be performing ‘Zorba the Greek’ as a whole class 

orchestra (and will also be learning the rather complicated dance moves), we will be composing music to 

accompany the retelling of Greek myths and we will also be learning songs for our class assembly. 

Art/DT  

In DT we will be designing and making Trojan Horse piñatas. There will also be the aforementioned parent-

sharing DT homework! In Art we will be painting butterflies to accompany our Pandora’s Box poetry and 

we will be making mythological figures from clay.    

French  

The class will have a weekly French lesson with Madame Hanscomb.  The vocabulary is followed up during 

the week in class. 

PE  

PE will take place on Wednesday afternoon with Miss Miles.  Your child will need to come into school 

wearing their correct PE kit and trainers that day for a safe and enjoyable lesson. 

 

As always, if you have any problems or concerns please come and make an appointment to discuss them 

with me as soon as they occur.  By working together we can ensure that your child can get the most out of 

Year 5 at Ramsbury Primary School. 

 

With many thanks, 

Mrs Haynes. 


