
Autumn Term 1 2018 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back!  

This letter is a brief outline of the work that Class 6 will be covering during this term – as 

always whenever possible we will be teaching subjects using the cross-curricular theme of 

‘The Stone Age’.  This letter is for your information and to enable you to support your child’s 

learning in any family or extra-curricular activities.   

We will be supported in class every morning by Mrs Davies. 

Homework: 

During term time homework is given out on a Tuesday and has a deadline of the following 

Monday.  The homework will include a maths task, a literacy task and occasionally I will set 

‘talking homework’ or a practical learning activity.  The children can use their homework 

books for spelling practice (spellings will be tested on a Monday).   

Your child is expected to read at home every day – please ensure you sign their reading 

diary after every reading session as this is used to keep a record of how many nights your 

child has read.  I would recommend at least 15 minutes of reading per evening, but of 

course, if your child wishes to read for longer I would be delighted!  Please ensure your child 

brings his/her reading record book in to school every day so any guided reading sessions can 

be recorded – and the classroom reading chart can be updated (which is displayed in class). 

From time to time, the class will be set an ‘Extended Learning Task’ where they will be given 

more time to complete a mini project.  The purpose of these tasks is to give children the 

opportunity to stretch themselves and produce work of a greater depth. 

The weekly homework information is also available on the school website. 

English:  Much of our work will be linked to our topic of the Stone Age and the novel Wolf 

Brother by Michelle Paver.  We shall be writing poems using imagery and personification 

inspired by our trip to Avebury, various poems and by the text we are studying in class.  We 

will then focus on various aspects of narrative writing, along with diary entries.  As always 

there will be a focus on grammar and punctuation within lessons and in their written work.  

We will have weekly spelling tests (through transcription) and handwriting practise in class.  

The children will have a guided reading session every week where we will be focusing on 

comprehension skills.  In these sessions, we shall be reading the novel Stig of the Dump by 

Clive King.   



Maths:  This term there will be a heavy focus on Number work this term – place value, 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We will be building on the skills they 

developed last year in their problem solving and reasoning work.  There will also be a focus 

on key arithmetic skills that the children will need for SATs. 

Science:  We will be studying ‘Evolution, Inheritance and Adaptation’ this term.  The study of 

the discoveries of Charles Darwin and Mary Anning will link with our focus on the Stone Age.  

Computing:  As always, the laptops and iPads are used through a cross-curricular approach.  

As well as learning and developing new skills, the children will use computing to enhance 

their learning. We will be reinforcing the importance of on-line safety and how to act in a 

responsible manner both in and out of school. 

History and Geography:  We will launch our topic with our class trip to Avebury.  We will be 

looking at the way of life for early Stone Age hunter-gatherers in the Palaeolithic Age.  We 

will then move onto the middle Stone Age (Mesolithic Age) and the New Stone Age 

(Neolithic Age) where we will make links with our own local environment in Avebury, 

Stonehenge and the local area.  We will be locating Palaeolithic findings on maps and we 

will be looking at how the topography of Britain changed during and after the last Ice Age. 

RE:  RE will be taught by Mrs Davies.  Our topic this term is ‘The Journey of Life and Death’.  

The children will be discussing why some people believe in life after death and they will be 

exploring their own views on the subject.  

PSHE & C:  Along with our weekly theme of the week, there will be a focus on 

responsibilities, understanding what affects our physical, mental and emotional health and 

making informed choices. We shall also reminding the class about the importance of on-line 

safety. 

Music:  Music will be taught by Mrs Haynes on a Thursday afternoon and the children are 

encouraged to bring in their own portable instruments every week, where possible.  

Art and DT:  Our Art and DT work will be linked to our Stone Age topic and visit to Avebury.  

Using the ancient Stone Age cave paintings of Chauvet and Lascaux in France as a stimulus, 

the class will create cave paintings.  We will also be looking at the work of Anna Dillon and 

the children shall be creating their own scenes of Avebury using her colourful, simplistic 

style of painting.     

French:  The class will have a weekly half hour French lesson with Mrs Hanscomb every 

Wednesday afternoon.  The vocabulary is followed up during the week in class.  The children 

will start the term by exploring the world of Astérix and Obélix, the much - loved comic book 

heroes created by Goscinny and Uderzo.  They will focus on the main characters and use 

prior knowledge and dictionaries to understand new vocabulary and create and describe 

their own comic characters. They will be finding out about the ingredients in the magic 

potion made by the Druid Panoramix and creating some new ones! They will use the 

internet to look at the attractions and rides at the real Parc Astérix and invent their own!  

 



PE:  PE will take place on Monday afternoon with Miss Miles.  Your child will need to come 

into school wearing their correct PE kit and trainers every Monday for a safe and enjoyable 

lesson. 

 

Key Dates: 

Monday 3rd September – Class 6 need to wear their PE kits to school  

Tuesday 4th September – Class trip to Avebury 

w/c 10th September – Music lessons start 

w/c 17th September – Sign up for clubs 

Tuesday 18th September – Curriculum Evening, 6.00pm – 7.15pm 

w/c 24th September – Clubs begin 

Friday 28th September – Years 5 and 6 trip to Marlborough Literature Festival 

Friday 5th October – Harvest Festival in the church 1.00pm (details to follow) 

w/c 8th October – Bikeability for Class 6 (details to follow) 

w/c 15th October – Bikeability for Class 6 

Wednesday 24th October – Last day of term 

 

Important Dates for the Year: 

 SATs week is week commencing 13th May 2019. 

 Rockley residential is week commencing 3rd June 2019. 

 

As always, if you have any problems or concerns please come and make an appointment to 

discuss them with me as soon as they occur.  By working together we can ensure that your 

child can get the most out of their final year at Ramsbury Primary School. 

With best wishes, 

 

Mrs D Lewis 

 


