
7th January 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you all! I hope that you and the children had an enjoyable and relaxing 
Christmas break. Thank you for all my lovely gifts and cards – I really appreciate the care you and 
your children put into choosing and making such thoughtful gifts. This term we are learning about 
Antarctica, with a focus on Scott’s expedition to the South Pole and Shackleton’s Endurance 
expedition, as well as how polar animals are suited to the extreme environment.  
 
In English, we are writing stories about adventures in Antarctica and reports about polar animals, 
with a focus on punctuating sentences correctly, forming letters of the correct size and spelling 
common exception words. 
How you can help 

• When you read with your child, ask them why they think events happened or characters 
acted as they did. 

• Help your child to practise spelling common exception words in sentences, making sure that 
he or she starts each sentence with a capital letter and finishes each sentence with a full 
stop or question mark. https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-exception-words 

• Check that your child is making lower case letters such as ‘a’ or ‘s’ smaller than letters 
with ascenders, such as ‘b’ or ‘h’.   

 
In Maths, we are looking at division by sharing and grouping, as well as finding halves, quarters 
and thirds of shapes and amounts. 
How you can help 

• Help your child to practise their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/multiplication-and-division 

• Continue to support your child with telling the time, starting with o’clock, half past, 
quarter past and quarter to. 

 
Key dates 

• Thursday 24th January, Class 2 trip to Bristol Zoo, children coming to school at 8.20 am 
• Monday 4th February, Parent workshop, looking at methods of calculation and SATs (9.00 

to 9.40 am) 
• Thursday 14th February, Finals of Ramsbury’s Got Talent 

 
Later in the term (Friday 25th January), I will set a two week design and technology homework, 
linked to our study of Antarctica. The task will be to design and make either a sledge for travelling 
across Antarctica or a hut in which to live in Antarctica.  

 
Future dates 

• Tuesday 12th March, Family learning event (9.00 to 10.15 am) 
• Friday 14th June, Class Assembly  

 
Timetable 
P.E. lessons continue to take place on Friday afternoons so your child will need to come to school 
wearing a school jumper, P.E. kit and trainers on those days. As part of the afternoon will involve 
outdoor activities, children should have tracksuit trousers for P.E. lessons. Mrs Ind will teach the 
class on Monday and Wednesday afternoons while I have management time. She will continue to 
teach recorders on Wednesday afternoons. 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-exception-words
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/multiplication-and-division


Homework 
We have Maths and English homework every week, given out on a Friday and to be 
returned by the following Wednesday. Spelling words are sent home in Spellings books on 
a Monday and these are tested through asking the children to write sentences containing 
these words the following Monday. If your child leaves their spellings or homework at 
school, you should be able to find a copy of the work on the Ramsbury School website. 
Thank you to all of you for continuing to read at home. Your child should still be reading 
at home every day if possible and at least 5 times a week. Reading books should be read 
at least twice, to allow your child to become more fluent and have a greater understanding of the 
book. 
 
Please continue to send your child to school with a named water bottle every day.  The children 
should be having outdoor playtime at some point every day so please make sure that your child 
always has a coat with a hood with them, along with gloves and a hat during colder weather. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to pop in for a chat. 
 
 
 
 
Juliet Rean 


