
Class 5 

From Rome to Ramsbury – in the steps of the Ancient Romans  

January 2019 

Dear Parents,  

 

Happy New Year! We hope you have had a lovely Christmas break. Below is a brief outline of the work that 

Class 5 will be covering during Term 3. Wherever possible we will be linking subjects to our topic, which is 

Ancient Rome.  This letter is for your information and to enable you to support your child’s learning in any 

family or extra-curricular activities.  The weekly timetable will be similar to last term, although of course Mrs 

Pegg will be teaching the class on Mondays – Wednesdays and Mrs Haynes on Thursdays – Fridays! The children 

will continue to have a weekly PE lesson with Miss Miles on Wednesdays and a weekly French lesson with 

Madame Handscomb on Thursdays. Music will now be on Thursday afternoons. Reading Records and water 

bottles should be brought to school every day. 

 

Hello from Mrs Pegg 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and to thank Class 5 for making me feel so welcome; 

we’ve had a super week so far and I’m excited about teaching the children for the rest of the year!  Please do 

come and say hello if you see me in the playground at the end of the day – it would be lovely to meet you.    

 

Key dates for your diaries in Term 3 of Year 5 

 

 Friday 11th January – Class 5 walk to Littlecote Roman Mosaic, 9.30am -12pm (Parent helpers requested 

and walking gear / coats to be worn) 

 w/c 14th January – Ramsbury’s Got Talent auditions start 

 w/c 21st January – Clubs start 

 Thursday 24th January – Class 5 Family Learning 9.0am – 10.30am 

 Thursday 14th February – Ramsbury’s Got Talent final and Term ends 

 Friday 15th February – TD Day 

 Monday 25th February – TD Day 

 Tuesday 26th February – Term 4 starts 

Please see the whole school diary for dates for the rest of the year. 

Homework 

Homework will continue to be set on a Wednesday, to be handed in the following Tuesday. Homework will 

normally consist of a piece of literacy work, maths, spelling activity and daily reading. The weekly homework 

information is also available on the school website. Occasionally we will set ‘talking homework’ and there will 

also be an extended DT family project, you will be pleased to hear! The children can use their homework books 

for spelling practice (spellings will be tested on a Monday) as well as multiplication practice.  Your child is 

expected to read at home every day – please ensure you sign their reading diary after every reading session as 

this is used to keep a record of how many nights your child has read.  I would recommend at least 15 minutes of 

reading per evening, but of course, if your child wishes to read for longer, I would be delighted!  Please ensure 

your child brings his/her reading record book in to school every day so that any guided reading sessions can be 

recorded and so that the classroom reading chart can be updated (which is displayed in class). We are hoping 

that Class 5 will win the Reading Challenge this year! 

 

English  

Much of our Literacy work will be based around our topic of Ancient Rome. The children will be finding out 

about life in ancient Rome and will be writing diary entries and time travel stories. They will also be writing 

explanation texts about Roman baths and roads. As always, there will be a focus on grammar and punctuation 

within lessons and in written work.  We will have weekly spelling tests (through transcription) and weekly 



handwriting practice in class.  The children will have a guided reading session every week, where we will be 

focusing on comprehension and inference skills in both fiction and non-fiction texts. You can help be reading as 

much as possible with your child at home, helping them with their spellings and reinforcing grammatical terms 

with them. 

 

   

Maths  

This term there will be a focus on long multiplication (multiplying by 2 digits), short division with remainders, 

comparing and ordering fractions, adding and subtracting fractions and converting improper fractions to mixed 

numbers. We will also be practising times tables regularly and will have weekly arithmetic lessons. You can help 

by giving your child plenty of opportunities at home to use money, work out time problems, measure 

(ingredients for cooking / lengths / volumes of liquids) and solve multi-step problems. You can also help by 

testing on their times tables (up to 12x12) – ideally at least once per week. 

Science  

We will be investigating Earth & Space and have already had some lively discussions about whether the Earth is 

spherical and if so how we can prove that is!  Later on in the term, we will research the planets in our solar 

system and make a scale model of it to show how it works.  We hope to make a sundial which is calibrated to 

school times, weather permitting of course and to explain why the moon appears to be a different shape at 

various times of the month.  

Computing  

Computing will be taught and used in a cross-curricular way; this term the laptops and iPads will be used for 

research, organising ideas and presenting work. We will also spend some time using ‘Scratch’ software for 

programming and debugging, and will be discussing and exploring issues related to Internet Safety Day in 

February. 

History and Geography 

Ancient Rome is our topic, and much of our work will be covered in a cross-curricular way. They children will be 

learning about life in ancient Rome, life in the Roman army, Roman buildings, roads and baths and the 

development of the Roman Empire. This will continue into Term 4, where our focus, whilst still on ancient 

Rome, will take on a more geographical approach, looking at volcanoes and the eruption of Vesuvius which 

decimated Pompeii and the surrounding area. We will be walking to the Roman mosaic and ruins at Littlecote 

this Friday 11th January (weather permitting). Please ensure that your child is dressed warmly on Friday, with 

suitable footwear, a warm, waterproof coat and hat / gloves. They should also bring a portable drink and 

snack. 

RE  

The class will be looking the key question How do art, architecture and poetry express religious beliefs and ideas?  

PSHE & Citizenship 

Along with our weekly superstar theme of the week, we shall be focusing on issues related to Internet Safety, 

leading up to Internet Safety week in Week 6. There will be regular school council feedback and suggestion 

sessions. 

Music  

As well as singing, the children will be using instruments as much as possible in class. Please ask your child to 

bring their instrument in every Thursday for music lessons. We also have instruments in school for those who 

do not have individual lessons. We will be singing songs linked to The Roman and will be composing our own 

Roman marches. The children also have the opportunity to be involved in an exciting Opera project (details to 

follow). 

Art/DT  

In Art we will be using printing techniques to create our own mosaic designs that would tell future 

archaeologists about life as a 10 year old child living at Ramsbury Primary School in 2019.   The children will be 

developing their paper engineering skills to design and build an aqueduct and we investigate how the Romans 



made arches and columns so strong.  Our extended DT family homework project will be based on building your 

very own Roman Villa – more details to follow! 

French  

The class will have a weekly French lesson with Mme Hanscomb on Thursday afternoons.  The vocabulary is 

followed up during the week in class. 

PE  

PE will take place on Wednesday afternoons with Miss Miles.  Your child will need to come into school wearing 

their correct PE kit and trainers that day.  

 

As always, if you have any concerns, please come and make an appointment to discuss them with us as soon as 

they occur.  By working together, we can ensure that your child can make the most of Year 5. 

 

With many thanks, 

 

Mrs Pegg and Mrs Haynes. 

 


