
Class 5, Term 4 2019: Information for parents 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! This is a brief outline of the work that Class 5 will be covering this term. Our topic is entitled ‘Escape 

from Pompeii’ and we shall be continuing our Roman theme by finding out about the eruption of Vesuvius in AD79 

and the effects this had on the surrounding areas of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Much of our English work will be 

linked to the topic, as will our Art, DT, Music, Computing and Geography. We will be having a visit from Duncan from 

Ramsbury Estates on Thursday of Week 1, to introduce a seed planting activity which we will be involved in, and we 

also have an exciting trip to see Apollo 5 booked for Monday 4th March. 

Please note that the advertised Open Studios and Parent Workshop, which were originally advertised in the year’s 

diary dates, will not be taking place this term. Open Studios has moved to Term 6 and the Parent Workshop has been 

postponed (date tbc) due to a clash with a sporting event. 

 

Homework 

There will be regular weekly homework set every Wednesday, with a deadline of the following Tuesday. This will 

usually consist of spellings, a piece of written work, maths and reading. It is very important that child takes part in 

homework activities to help consolidate their learning in class, but it is also important that your child knows their 

times tables and is encouraged to read on a daily basis. Please ensure your child brings his/her reading record in on a 

daily basis to school. There is the opportunity for you to make any comment in this book which will be checked every 

day. 

 

Reading 

The children will have a guided reading session each week. We will be concentrating on inferring and deducing from 

the text, working out the meanings of words in context and developing the children’s vocabulary. You can help by 

hearing your child read as often as possible and then asking them searching questions about the passage they have 

just read. 

 

Writing 

Much of our written work will be centered around the book ‘Escape from Pompeii’. The children will be writing 

poetry about Vesuvius and will be investigating and writing scene descriptions set during the eruption of AD79. They 

will also be looking at the impact of Vesuvius on modern-day Naples and will be devising balanced arguments for and 

against living in the shadow of the volcano. They will be creating news reports about the debate, which they will film 

using the iPads. We will be focusing on vocabulary development and the use of a Thesaurus, and will be showing the 

children how they can use a greater range of punctuation and a greater range of advanced grammatical devices to 

effect in their writing. 

 

Maths 

This term we will continue our work on fractions, looking at how to compare and order fractions and mixed 

numbers, and how to add, subtract and multiply mixed numbers and fractions with different denominators. You can 

help at home to build your child’s confidence in Maths at home by, for instance, giving them opportunities to: weigh 

ingredients, calculate the change they should receive in a shop, budget their pocket money, calculate the time of 

television programme, convert film time length to hours and minutes or share our quantities of cakes / pizzas etc. It 

is also vitally important that they continue to practise and use their times tables at home as well as at school. Please 

supervise them with their weekly homework, talk through questions which they find difficult and come and ask us if 

there is any extra information or extra resources which you would find helpful. 

Science 

We will be using our knowledge of the properties of materials, to investigate which are the best ones to use at a 

modern day Roman Festival. 

 



Computing 

The children will be using Scratch 2 programming software on the laptops to simulate and describe a volcanic 

eruption. They will also be using iPads for Garage Band composing in Music and for making videos in English. 

 

Art & DT 

Margaret Godfrey’s volcano art will provide us with the inspiration for our work this term.  The children will be 

making a cross section of a volcano by layering tissue paper.  We will look at how the Romans solved the problem of 

providing enough water to towns and cities by building aqueducts and carry out tests to design and create our very 

own Class 5 Aqueduct.  

 

RE 

We will continue to investigate how art, architecture and poetry express religious beliefs and ideas. The children will 

be finding out how Hindus and Buddhists create and use mandalas to express their faith and will then create their 

own mandala. They will also be investigating and creating Islamic geometric patterns and will be contrasting the 

pictorial representations of religious figures used in Christian art (seen in their triptych designs from last term) with 

the mathematical patterns used in Muslim art. We will also be looking at how other art forms, such as Music and 

architecture, help to express religious ideas. 

 

Music 

To link with our volcanic theme, the children will begin the term by singing the song ‘Pompeii’ by Bastille. They will 

then learn to play the piece on their own and on classroom instruments, working towards a whole class 

performance. They will also be composing their own incidental music (or song) to accompany the scene descriptions 

and the poetry about the eruption of Vesuvius which they will be writing in English. Finally, the children will have a 

go at transforming their composition from a piece for a ‘live’ instrument to a piece for the iPad using Garage Band 

software. 

 

PE 

This term the class will continue to PE lessons on Wednesday afternoons with Miss Miles and will be focusing on Tag 

Rugby skills. They will require trainers (and tracksuit bottoms in case it is cold) for the outdoor sessions. In addition, 

football boots would be extremely useful. PE kits should be worn to school on PE days, with a school sweatshirt on 

top.  

 

Geography and History 

We will investigate the features of volcanoes, their formation and discover how they are distributed around the 

world.   

 

French 

The class will have a fortnightly French lesson with Madame Handscombe on Thursday afternoons. Please do 

encourage your children to share what they have learnt with you at home – especially if you or any relatives speak a 

little French.  

 

PSHE & C  

Along side our weekly theme of the week, we will be thinking about relationships and in particular how we respond 

to the feelings of others. 

 

As usual, if you have any problems or concerns, please come and make an appointment to discuss them with us as 

soon as they occur. By working together we can ensure that your child can get the most out of Year 5 at Ramsbury 

Primary School. 

Thank you for your support.                              Mrs Haynes and Mrs Pegg. 



 

 


