
Class 3 Term 5 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you all managed to have an enjoyable and relaxing Easter break. I am so excited to be teaching Class 

3 for Terms 5 and 6. I already know the children well, they are such a delightful class and I am confident 

that we are going to have great fun, as we explore and learn together. 

The residential trip to Braeside, next week, will be an exciting start to our term. 

Our topic for this term is “Think of an Eel”, inspired by the book of the same name, written by Karen 

Wallace. This book has been chosen, of course, because, from next week, we will be guardians of a tank of 

glass eels, as we take part in a project led by ARK (Action for the River Kennet). 

This letter contains a brief outline of the work that Class 3 will be covering during this term and will enable 

you to support your child’s learning in any family or extra-curricular activities. 

We will be supported in class by Mrs Bisley, Mrs Ind and Miss Miles. 

English: In English we will be writing poems inspired by our eels, using figurative language to describe their 

appearance, movement and the mysteries which surround these fascinating fish. We will also be writing 

explanation texts to present information about creatures who make the River Kennet their home. 

Maths: In Maths we will be learning about equivalent fractions, comparing, ordering and adding and 

subtracting fractions. In the final week of the term, we will revisit the 4 rules of calculation. 

Science: We will be studying the intriguing life-cycle of the eel and exploring migratory creatures.  Anna 

(from ARK) will be coming into class to lead some sessions with the children. We 

will also study rocks and soil which will lead onto one of my passions-fossils!  

 

Computing: As always, the laptops and iPads are used through a cross-curricular approach. In addition to 

learning and developing new skills, the children will use computing to enhance their learning. The focus 

this term will be digital mapping. 

Geography: Our focus this term is on rivers. We will learn about the journey of a river from source to sea 

find out more about the River Kennet.  

 

 

 

RE: The title of this term’s topic is “Life as a Journey”-a subject which blends well with our work on lifecycles 

and migration. We will also be exploring and discussing religious milestones for different faiths. 

PSHE & C: PSHE will focus on developing an awareness of local environmental issues, with the river as a 

focus. 

 



Art/DT: We will be trying out the traditional Japanese art of “gyotaku”-fish printing, but of course will not 

be using real fish! We will study the work of James Prosek, an artist/writer/film-maker, who draws much of 

his inspiration from eels. We will also be trying our hands at batik, using a flour and water paste and fabric 

dye to create, underwater inspired, textile hangings. 

Music: We will be learning a song called “River Journey” and listening to pieces of music, for which water 

and rivers, have been the inspiration for the composer. We will also build on last terms work on 

composition to create a piece of music which reflects a river’s journey; from the tinkling flow over pebbles, 

at its source, the maelstrom of the rapids and waterfalls and the slow lazy flow as it nears the sea. 

French: The class will have a weekly French lesson with Mrs Hanscomb every Wednesday afternoon. The 

vocabulary learned, is followed up during the week in class. This term they will be mastering the days of 

the week, the months of the year and being able to say how old they are and the date of their birthday. 

PE: This term, Class 3 will have P.E. on a Friday morning and the children need to come to school dressed in 

their P.E kit. The lessons will focus on athletics and tennis. The children do not need to bring in their own 

tennis rackets. 

As you can see we have a lot to pack into a five week term which contains two Bank Holidays and a 

residential trip, but both the adults and children of Class 3 are ready for the challenge! 

 I think that I have met all the parents now, but if not, please come to introduce yourselves and don’t 

hesitate to speak to me if you have any questions, worries or concerns. 

     With my very best wishes, 

                                                                                Mrs Hinder 

 

Dates: 

Tuesday 23rd April – First day of term. 

Tuesday 30th April – arrival of our eels from ARK. 

                        The first of Barney the PAT dog’s visit to the class, he is going to listen to the children read.             

Wednesday 1st- Friday 3rd May – residential trip to Braeside, Devizes. 

Monday 6th May –Spring Bank Holiday-no school. 

Friday 25th May – last day of term. 

 


