
Class 5 

Our Planet    
April 2019 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome Back – we hope you have had a lovely break!    Class 5 have got a lot to look forward to this term, 

starting with our trip to Ramsbury Estates to see how the seedlings that we planted last term are growing and 

of course our residential trip to Condover Hall between 8th – 10th May, which we hope to tell you all about in 

our Sharing Assembly on Friday 17th May!   Below is a brief outline of the work that we will be covering during 

Term 5.  Wherever possible we will be linking subjects to our topic, which this term is ‘Our Planet’.  This letter is 

for your information and to enable you to support your child’s learning in any family or extra-curricular 

activities.  The weekly timetable will be similar to last term’s and the children will continue to have their weekly 

PE lesson with Miss Miles on Wednesdays and also Squash Coaching with Dax - dates to be advised.  Class 5’s 

weekly French lesson with Madame Handscombe and their Music lessons will continue to be on a Thursday 

afternoon.  Reading Records and water bottles should be brought to school every day. 

 

 

Key dates for your diaries in Term 5 of Year 5 

April  25th      Ramsbury Estates trip 

May 8th- 10th Condover Residential Visit 

May 17th        Class 5 Parent Sharing Assembly 

                                         Please see the whole school diary for dates for the rest of the year. 

 

Homework 

Homework will continue to be set on a Wednesday, to be handed in the following Tuesday and will normally 

consist of a piece of literacy work, maths, a spelling activity and daily reading. Sometimes we will set ‘talking 

homework’ or tasks related to our topic work.   The children can use their homework books for spelling practice 

(spellings will usually be tested on a Wednesday this term) as well as multiplication practice.  Your child is 

expected to read at home every day – please ensure you sign their reading diary after every reading session, as 

this is used to keep a record of how many nights your child has read.  We would recommend at least 15 

minutes of reading per evening, but of course, if your child wishes to read for longer, we would be delighted!  

Please ensure your child brings his/her reading record book in to school every day so that any guided reading 

sessions can be recorded and so that the classroom reading chart can be updated (which is displayed in class). 

We are hoping that Class 5 will win the Reading Challenge this year! 

English  

Much of our Literacy work will be based around our ‘Our Planet’ topic and for most of the term the children will 

be exploring different ways to write persuasively about an issue that concerns them and hopefully launching 

our own Class Campaign!  As always, there will be a focus on grammar and punctuation within lessons and in 

written work.  We will have weekly spelling tests (through transcription) and weekly handwriting practice in 

class.  The children will have a guided reading session every week, where we will be focusing on comprehension 

and inference skills in both fiction and non-fiction texts. You can help be reading as much as possible with your 

child at home, helping them with their spellings and reinforcing grammatical terms with them. 

Maths  

Our Maths will focus on developing our understanding of fractions, decimal numbers and percentages.  We will 

be learning how to add, subtract and order decimal numbers and how to write them as both a fraction and a 

percentage.  As always, there will lots of opportunities for the children to challenge themselves by using what they 

have learnt to solve problems and explain their reasoning.   Alongside talking to your children about the Maths that 

we’ve been doing at school, there are lots of ideas for how you can help at home on our Class Page on the school 

website.   It is also vitally important that they continue to practise and use their times tables at home as well as at 



school.  Please supervise them with their weekly homework, talk through questions which they find difficult and 

come and ask us if there is any extra information or extra resources which you would find helpful 

Science  

We will continue to look at ‘Our Planet’ through our Science work, and in particular the life cycles of our 

animals and plants.  Later on in the term, after investigating ways that we can sort different types of plastics for 

recycling, we hope to have a go at making some of our own Class 5 bio plastic! 

Computing 

We will be using laptops and iPads to research ways in which we can become more environmentally friendly. 

We will look at newly-developed products on sale which use the latest green technology. We will also Microsoft 

Word for word processing speeches and letters and will use Power Point for producing campaign material. 

Geography 

Most of our Geography work will focus on the environmental issues faced by both our local and wider 

environments.  As part of our visit to Ramsbury Estates, we will look at the biodiversity of the area around us 

and in preparation for our trip to Condover we will explore the physical features of the area and practise using 

our grid references and compass points to help locate where we are going! 

RE  

In RE this term, we will be thinking about how we can use our values and beliefs to make Ramsbury and the 

greater world a better place. 

PSHE & Citizenship 

Along with our weekly superstar theme of the week, we shall be focusing on teamwork, with our visit to 

Condover helping us to put much of what we’ve learnt into practice.   As always, there will be regular school 

council feedback and suggestion sessions. 

Music  

We will be learning ‘uplifting’ songs such as ‘You Raise Me Up’ as also environmental songs such as ‘Do anything 

but throw it away’. We will be turning some of the songs into instrumental performances using our own and 

classroom instruments. Later in the term we will try composing our own environmental songs. 

Art/DT  

We have already made an excellent start of using watercolours to paint our botanical drawings and hope to 

have them displayed for you to look at very soon!  The term will culminate in a DT week, when we will design, 

make and market our own products which focus on re-using plastic.   

 

As always, if you have any concerns, please come and make an appointment to discuss them with us as soon as 

they occur.  By working together, we can ensure that your child can make the most of Year 5. 

 

With many thanks, 

 

Mrs Pegg, Mrs Haynes and Mrs Ritchie. 

 


