
5th November 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We hope that the children had an enjoyable and relaxing break and are feeling refreshed. This 
term will be particularly busy with the build-up to our Nativity Play (10th and 11th December) and 
other Christmas activities towards the end of term. In Year 2, the children take on the role of 
narrators for the Nativity so your child will have one or two lines to learn and will wear his or her 
own clothes rather than a costume.   
 
The week of 11th November is Anti-bullying Week, with a focus on different types of bullying, who 
children can talk to if they feel they are being bullied and how we can help if somebody is being 
bullied. 
 
Key dates 
Friday 8th November    Open Design Studios 
Monday 11th to Friday 15th November Anti-bullying Week 
Friday 6th December    Spelling Bee 
Tuesday 10th December   Nativity performance 
Wednesday 11th December   Nativity performance 
Thursday 19th December   Pantomime 
Friday 20th December    Carol Service 
 
Topic 
This term, our topic is History and Geography based, learning about the 
sailor Ellen MacArthur. We will look at Ellen MacArthur’s record-
breaking solo round the world voyage of 2004-2005. We will read her 
diary to learn more about the voyage and the course that she took. We 
will also be studying marine habitats in Science, designing and making 
boats in DT and creating seascapes in Art.  
 
In English we will be writing instructions and looking at how to organise 
our writing into sections with subheadings. In Guided Reading, we will be introducing VIPERS 
(Vocabulary Infer Predict Explain Retrieve Sequence), with a particular focus on answering 
inference style ‘Why’ questions and explaining our opinions about books. 
 
In Maths we will introduce multiplication as repeated addition and equal groups before starting to 
look at the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. We will also be looking at how to use different coins to make a 
given total and how to calculate change, so if you are able to go shopping with a variety of coins, 
this will support our learning. 
 
Timetable 
P.E. lessons take place on Friday afternoons so your child will need to come to school in a named 
P.E. kit and trainers on those days. Recorders lessons continue to take place on Thursday 
afternoons.  
 
  

 



Homework 
We have Maths and English homework every week, given out on a Friday and to be returned by 
the following Wednesday. We also have spellings homework, sent home on a Monday, practised 
daily and then checked the following Monday with a sentence writing activity. Toward the end of 
term, there will also be times tables to learn and our focus for this term is learning multiplication 
facts for the 2 times table.  
 
Thank you for reading at home so frequently – it makes a big difference. I am thrilled that almost 
all the children are reading every day and I can see the positive effect this is having on their 
progress in reading. Please make sure that your child has their Reading Record book and Spelling 
book in school every Monday so that we can update our reward charts. 
 
Please continue to send your child to school with a named water bottle and a waterproof coat 
every day. The children have benefitted from being responsible for their own possessions so 
please continue to encourage your child to be as independent as possible. It is lovely to see the 
children in Year 2 coming into school so well by themselves in the morning. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to pop in for a chat. 
 
 
Juliet Rean and Lynn Hinder 


