
Spring Term 1 

Dear Parents,  

Happy New Year to you all and welcome back!  We start off 2020 with the topic of Ancient Benin, 
specifically focussing on settlement.  For your information:  

 

The kingdom of Benin began in the 900s when the Edo people settled in the rainforests of West 
Africa. By the 1400s they had created a wealthy kingdom with a powerful ruler, known as 
the Oba. The Obas lived in beautiful palaces decorated with shining brass. Gradually, the Obas won 
more land and built up an empire. They also started trading with merchants from Europe.  For 200 
years Benin was very successful, but in the 1600s the Obas started to lose control of their people. By 
the 1800s Benin was no longer strong or united. The kingdom came to a sudden end in 1897, when a 
British army invaded and made it part of the British Empire. 

 

We will be writing persuasive texts which encourage traders to visit this ancient civilisation.  We will 

be learning about how the area in which they settled made it a suitable and successful location.  We 

will make our own reliefs in Art, based upon the bronzes which the Kingdom of Benin is famous for 

and link this to their use as historical sources and evidence.  In Music, we will be learning a call and 

response song from Africa and add our own percussion and tuned instruments.    

In Maths, we will begin to apply the times table facts we have learned so far to more formal written 

methods.  We will also be applying our knowledge of multiplication to measures, specifically area 

and perimeter, before ending the term with fractions.  Our times table focus will move onto the 6 

and 7 timestables.  

In Science, we will be building circuits and finding solutions when a circuit won’t light.  Similarly, in 

Computing, we will be coding and debugging when things don’t go to plan.    

We will also be kick starting out Environmental Theme for the year.  Having learned about the 

effects of deforestation in the Amazon rainforest, we have decided to try and go as paperless as 

possible.  We shall be talking to the children to get their ideas and then try to implement them 

where possible with a view to using significantly less paper in Class 4.   

This term, Mrs Creed will be working Mondays and Tuesdays, and Mrs Fry will work on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays.   

PE will continue to be on a Tuesday afternoon.  Homework will be set on Tuesdays and is due in the 

following Monday.   

Please continue to read with your child every night and sign their reading journal.  Class 4 have 

achieved a fantastic record so far and we would really like to continue with this…as we are more 

than slightly competitive!!  

If you have any questions or would like to talk with us, please don’t hesitate.  



Once again, Happy New Year! 

Mrs Creed and Mrs Fry  


