
 
 

Year 6 - January 2020 

‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! We hope you have all had an enjoyable and relaxing Christmas. This is a short letter to inform you 

what we will be learning in Class 6 this term, with suggestions as to how you might support your child at home. 

Our topic for the term, ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’, is taken from the title of a mystery novel by Emma Carroll, all 

about evacuees and spying and set in WW2. Much of the work we will cover this term will be linked to this topic. 

 

Homework 
Regular weekly homework will continue to be set every Wednesday, with a deadline of the following Tuesday.  This will 
usually consist of spellings, a piece of written work or talking homework, Maths and reading. The amount of homework 
will increase as we head towards SATs and so children will need to set aside a regular time each week to complete their 
homework. It is important that children take part in homework activities to help consolidate and extend their learning in 
class, but it is also important that your child knows their times tables and is encouraged to read on a daily basis.  Please 
ensure your child brings his/her reading record in every day to school. There is the opportunity for you to make a 
comment in this book, which will be checked every day. 
Writing     
Much of our literacy work will be linked to our class novel, Letters from the Lighthouse. The children will be writing letters, 
missing person descriptions, newspaper reports and adverts. We will continue to have weekly spelling practice, grammar 
activities and handwriting practice in class, and will also be having a particular focus on reading comprehension, using our 
class novel for material. 
Reading 
The children will have a guided reading session at least twice a week, either as a whole class or in a small group.  We will 
be looking at some past SAT reading comprehensions as well as investigating our class novel. During the term, the class 
will have assessments in reading, grammar and writing. You can help by reading to your child, hearing them read regularly, 
discussing books and newspaper articles at home, supporting their Literacy homework and spellings and encouraging 
them to revise word types and grammatical terms. 
Maths 
We shall be revisiting the following mathematical topics: decimals, algebra, geometry and angles, fractions and 
measurement. The children will have arithmetic lessons where we will explore quick strategies for calculation.  We will 
also use Maths games within lessons, which help with understanding concepts and developing strategies for calculation. 
You can help by allowing your child opportunities to weigh and measure ingredients, calculating the change they should 
receive in a shop, budgeting their pocket money, calculating the time of television programmes or converting film time 
length to hours and minutes, and, most importantly, ensuring they know their times tables!  Please could you also assist 
them with their weekly homework.  At the end of this term, the class will have assessments in Maths using past SAT papers. 
 
 



Art and DT 
As well as making clay models of the heart, which links to their work in Science, the children will be using the painting 
‘Guernica’ by Picasso as a stimulus, analysing his style and influences. They will then design their own painting in a similar 
cubist style, using monochrome techniques, which depicts not war and suffering like Picasso, but instead symbols of peace. 
Science 
The children will be looking at how the heart and the circulatory system work in the human body.  We will also be exploring 
how nutrients and water are transported around our bodies and investigating how both osmosis and diffusion work.   
RE 
In RE this term we will looking at humanist beliefs and symbols. 
Computing 
Computing will be taught and used in a cross-curricular way within lessons.  This term it will be used for research and 
investigation and also for video editing. We will also be reinforcing the importance of E-safety, particularly on Internet 
Safety Day on 11th February. 
PE 
 P.E. lessons will continue to be on Monday afternoons. Children will require trainers (and tracksuit bottoms in case it is 
cold) for the outdoor sessions.  PE kits should be worn to school on Mondays, with a school sweatshirt on top. 
History and Geography 
Our history topic is now World War 2, and this will mainly be taught through a cross-curricular way.  In History we will 
focus on air raid shelters, evacuees and also the role espionage played in the war. Advance notice – we will be undertaking 
a trip to STEAM museum on Thursday 5th March for a WW2 day entitles ‘We’ll Meet Again’. Details to follow. In Geography 
we will look at how our local Ramsbury community was involved in WW2. We will also look at the map of Europe during 
the time of the war – the countries involved and how the boundaries changed during the first part of the 20th century. 
Much of our work in Literacy and Art will also be linked to the topic of WW2.  
Music 
The class will have a weekly music lesson and they are very much encouraged to bring in their own instruments. This term, 
music will mainly be on Thursday afternoons. The children will be learning songs from the 1940s and will also be composing 
their own songs on the theme of Peace. 
French 
The class will have a weekly French lesson with Mme Handscombe on Wednesdays, where they will be reading and 
responding to their penpals’ letters in Guadeloupe and then concluding our topic on Astérix. They will learn how to 
describe themselves and their friends and will also be finding out about climate and climate change in Guadeloupe and 
how it is affecting the biodiversity on the islands where their pen friends live. 
 PSHE & C 
Our focus for Term 3 will be keeping healthy and also internet safety. We will also hold regular circle time sessions and 
school council meetings. 
Green issues 
As a school, we are trying to become more environmentally friendly, and in Class 6 we would like to make this a particular 
feature of the year. This term, we are focusing on clothing, and will be drawing links with the ‘Make do and mend’ culture 
of the 1940s. We will be discussing the harmful effects of ‘fast fashion’ - looking at waste and landfill and also at the way 
synthetic microfibres can find their way into the air and the water supply. We will be coming up with more eco-friendly 
ways of buying and reusing clothing and fabrics. Later in the term we hope to hold a Mega Clothes Swap and shopping 
event – details to follow. Some of the children in the class will also be trialling more eco-friendly alternatives to mini dry-
wipe boards and pens, such as chalk boards and magnetic boards. On this point, if anyone has an old magnetic drawing 
board (with a stylus, and a drawing area of around A4 size – the sort of thing the children may have had as toddlers) that 
they would be happy to donate, then we would be very grateful. And if any parents would like to get involved and help us 
with our green credentials then please get in touch. 
 
As usual, please do come and see us if you would like to talk about any aspect of your child’s progress or wellbeing. 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs Pegg and Mrs Haynes. 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 


