
 

 

Class 1 Newsletter: Term 4 
Welcome back!  

Our topic this term is Claws and Roars. We welcome children to bring in photos of their pets for a class 

album.  We will be hosting some little furry friends this week, when Mrs Lucas brings in two guinea pigs. 

 

English Writing a sentence using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 

Using conjunctions: and but in writing. 

Story writing based on A Squash and a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson 

 

You might like to share these stories at home: 

 

A Squash and a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson 

 

Talk Through Stories (see below for further information) 

Week 1 and 2: Tiddler the Storytelling Fish by Julia Donaldson 

Week 3 and 4: Cottonwool Colin by Jeanne Willis 

Week 5 and 6: The Wonky Donkey by Craig Smith 

 

Explore these collections of stories: 

Mog by Judith Kerr 

Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd 

 

Maths Augmentation and Reduction 

Addition and subtraction as inverse operations  

Addition and subtraction – strategies within 10 including 

- Doubling and halving 

- Rapid recall of addition and subtraction facts 

Science Naming, labelling and grouping animals 

Seasonal changes - Spring 

Art 

 

D.T 

Art from around the world 

 

Learning about and creating vehicles that move animals 

Computing Finding out about animals. 

Creating stories about animals. 

R.E Celebrations: how and why celebrations are important in religion (focus on Judaism). 

Christianity: Easter 

P.E Team games 

Fundamental Movement Skills 

History The life of significant people: Jane Goodall, David Attenborough 

 

PSHE People who help us 

Medicine and being healthy 

Caring for animals 

Music Adding sound effects 

Introducing tuned percussion 

Composing new lyrics 

French Weekly lessons with Madame Hanscombe 

 

 

 



 

 

Talk Through Stories 

To enhance our English teaching further, we are embarking on an exciting new project called Talk 

Through Stories.  We will share a well-known and much loved story with all the children.  They have 

been carefully chosen to provide them with the breadth and depth of vocabulary they’ll need to 

understand the books they’ll soon read for themselves, and the conversations and discussion they will 

have with their teachers and friends.   

 

We help children love the story first and, when they know it well, we teach them to use the ‘Tier Two’ 

words from the story in everyday contexts. (Tier Two words are words that children are unlikely to 

hear in everyday conversation, but will encounter in stories and teaching as they progress through 

school.) 

 

We have included them in the list of books above.  It would be wonderful if you could share these at 

home with your children this term too. 

 

Reading in Class 1 

Your child needs to read their decodable book daily – research shows that short, frequent practice is 

vital for developing early reading.  Re-reading is crucial to developing fluency in reading at this early 

stage. Just like ballet practice or football drills, children need to practice the skills of reading until 

these become automatic.  

 

Your child will continue to enjoy being read to. Please do continue to develop your child’s love of reading 

by sharing more challenging stories with them that they are, as yet, unable to read themselves.   

 

Some suggested books for this age group can be found here: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-

reading/our-recommendations/ 

 

Junk Model materials: 

This term the children will be designing and making vehicles. We would appreciate any junk model 

materials from your recycling e.g. boxes, bottle tops. Thank you very much! 

 

Important dates: 

 

Friday 27th March @ 9 – 9.45 am - Y1 Parent Phonics and Early Reading Workshop  - further information 

to follow 
 

 

Next term our topic will be Muddy Wellies and we will be taking our learning out and about around our 

beautiful village every Thursday morning, leaving after assembly at about 9.30am and returning in time 

for lunch.  To make these fantastic learning experiences possible we will need at least three additional 

adults to accompany us each week.  Please let one of us know if you can help. 

 

Spellings 

We will continue to learn to read our spelling words before writing them.   

If your child can spell the words independently and with confidence, their next step is to write a sentence 

that includes each word. We also ask that you encourage correct pencil grip and cursive letter formation. 

Don’t forget that every letter starts on the line and some are taller than others. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/


 

 

 

We will also include the spelling lists on the class page of the website which you will need to log in to in order 

to view. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Lucas, Mrs Violette and Mrs Frame 


