
 24th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to a new term. This term, we will be completing our learning about Antarctica, 
looking at Shackleton’s heroic Endurance expedition, before moving on to learning about some 
amazing women who have changed our world, including Ada Lovelace and Rosa Parks. 
 
English 
Weeks 1 and 2 – writing non-chronological reports about polar bears and penguins 
Weeks 3 and 4 – using descriptive language to write about the story of Zahra, who helps a tree to 
grow in very trying conditions in Africa 
Weeks 5 and 6 – using different sentence types, including commands and exclamations, to retell 
the story of Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion 
How you can help 
With handwriting, please encourage your children to make all their small lower-case letters the 
same size, especially s and e.  
With spelling, please help your child to check their spelling of common words.  
 
Maths 
Weeks 1 and 2 – identifying properties of 2D and 3D shapes, including identifying vertical lines of 
symmetry (2D shapes) and counting faces, edges and vertices (3D shapes) 
Weeks 3 and 4 – finding ½, ¼, 

1

3
 and ¾ of shapes and groups of objects 

Weeks 5 and 6 – measuring length in cm and m, solving length problems using addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division 
We will also be practising our 2 and 5 times tables.  
How you can help 
As always, if you can regularly look at telling the time with your child, this will really help them 
with this skill. Children in Year 2 are supposed to be able to read o’clock, quarter past, half past 
and quarter to on the clock. 
Supporting your child with learning the 2 and 5 times tables off by heart. 
 
Computing 
To link with our learning about Ada Lovelace, the first computer programmer, we will be creating 
algorithms using Scratch Junior on the iPad. 
 
Science 
This term we will study the importance of food chains and how environmental changes can impact 
on the survival of living things. We will also learn about the importance of diet and exercise for 
the human body. 
 
History 
We will be using a range of sources to find out about Shackleton’s amazingly heroic actions to 
save the crew of his ship Endurance when disaster struck the expedition. Our other History focus 
will be “Women who changed the World”, this will include the awe inspiring feats of Ada Lovelace 
and Rosa Parks. 
 
Geography 
This term, the children will use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks of 
Ramsbury and the surrounding area. 
 
  



Art 
This term there will be a focus on collage inspired by Alfred Edward Chalon’s portrait of Ada 
Lovelace. We would be grateful for donations of scraps of fabric and lace for our collages. 
 
Music 
In our music lessons, we will continue to learn to play the recorder and begin to play from musical 
notation. We will also be listening to music inspired by and learn songs about the season of 
Spring. 
 
R.E. 
In R.E. we will follow the story of Easter. 
 
P.S.H.E. 
We will be learning how the British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs relate to their everyday life. 
 
Diary dates 
You are invited into school at 9.00 am on the morning of Friday 28th February to see Class 2’s 
amazing artwork as part of the whole school Open Studios. 
 

On Friday 6th March, the children will be having a taster cricket coaching session. 
 
The Spelling Bee takes place on Friday 20th March and words to learn for this will come 
home on Monday 9th March. 
 
On Wednesday 1st April, the children have been invited to visit St Michael’s Aldbourne to 

experience live music played by the Shelburne Ensemble. There will be a small cost involved and 
we hope that some of you will be able to transport children to and from St Michael’s. More 
information will follow shortly.  
 
Timetable 
P.E. lessons continue to take place on Friday afternoons so your child will need to come to school 
wearing a school jumper, P.E. kit and trainers on those days. As part of the afternoon involves 
outdoor activities, children should have suitable clothes for the weather. Recorder lessons will 
again be on a Thursday this term.   
 
Homework 
We have Maths and English homework every week, given out on a Friday and to be returned by 
the following Wednesday. Homework can usually be found on the school website if your child 
forgets to bring home his or her work. Spelling words are sent home in Spellings books on a 
Monday and these are usually tested the following Monday. These can also be found on the 
website.  
 
Thank you to all of you for continuing to read at home. Your child should still be reading at home 
every day if possible. We are now doing more reading comprehension activities in class, to check 
that children understand what they read. It would be helpful if you could talk to your child about 
why events have happened in the book and why characters have acted as they did. 
 
We are still asking children to read school books at home at least twice. Ideally, children should be 
reading 95% of the book without having to sound out words to gain full understanding. Reading 
and rereading the book really helps them with this.  
 



Please continue to send your child to school with a named water bottle every day. 
 
Thank you for all the positive support you provide, which makes such a difference to your child’s 
learning. Considering the number of you present at the Maths/SATs workshop, Class 2 parents 
must be the most proactive group of parents in the school! 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to pop in for a chat. 
 
Mrs Rean and Mrs Hinder 


