
Welcome to Class 6!



Mrs Pegg: teaches Monday – Wednesday.

Mrs Haynes: teaches Thursday & Friday.

Mrs Ritchie: HLTA – all week

Miss Miles: PE on a Wednesday afternoons.

Madame Handscomb: French on a Thursday afternoon.

Mrs Marletta: supporting in class every morning.

Mrs Beattie & Mr Miller: Supporting 1-2-1 every 
morning.

Who’s who in Class 6?



 Everyday: water bottle, reading book.

 Come to school in PE kit on Wednesdays.

 Hand homework in using Google Classroom on 
Tuesdays .

 New homework set on a Tuesday.

Class 6 weekly routine



 Set on Tuesday on GC, to submit the following Tuesday.

 Generally – spellings, reading (every day), Maths and a 
piece of English.

 Allow 30 mins to one hour, plus 20 minutes reading each 
day and 5 minutes a day for spellings.

 Allow your child to complete homework as independently 
as possible, but please oversee it and make sure that they 
are completing everything. Please sign their reading 
record each week and remind them to bring it to school, 
having filled it in, every Monday.

Homework



 Aim to develop organisational skills, independence & 
confidence.

 Ease the transition from primary to secondary school 
to make it as seamless and stress-free as possible.

Year 6 is an important year for your 
child



New roles and responsibilities

 Class R Buddies

 Team Ambassadors

 School Council

 Sports Leaders

 Ramsbury’s Got Talent organisation

What’s new in Class 6?



New activities

 Bikeability

 Sports festivals – we hope at some point!

 SATs

 Rockley residential trip – we hope!

 Induction days

 Leavers’ Service 

 Production



 Bikeability – W/beg 5th October & W/beg 12th October

 KS2 SATs – 10th - 13th May

 Rockley residential visit – 7th June – 11th June

Class 6 dates for your diary



Inquiry question for the year:

Do we all have the power to change the world?

Terms 1 and 2:

Is it important to preserve the past?

After Christmas:

Are all lives equally important? How can we help everybody to feel 
that they belong?

Summer:

Do our rivers and seas hold the secret to the health of our planet?

Can you ever be too small to make a difference?

Learning Themes in Class 6



• Timeline of Stone Age to Iron Age and its 
periods (Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
Bronze Age, Iron Age) and how it links 
time-wise with ancient Egyptians, Greeks, 

Romans (creating a timeline to scale)
• How we find out about history that 

wasn't written down
• Local history - Avebury / Stonehenge etc
• Formation of caves, melting of ice to 

create English channel . contour lines, 6 
figure grid references local topography

• Evolution, extinction, inheritance
• Darwin's theory of natural selection and 

other evolutionary scientists

• Working scientifically
• Writing using imagery
• Journey of Life and Death (link to Wolf 

Brother)
• Music – class instrumental performance 

(and new lyrics for) Maroon 5's song 
'Memories', based on the 18th century 
Pachelbel's Canon. (showing importance 
of preserving the past creatively)

• Creating search questions to 

research and organising the information 
found

• Using collage to represent Stone Age 
objects

• Create our own poetry using imagery to 
describe the wonders of nature and what 
is important to us in our lives

• Look at the purpose of art as a memory

• Create a piece of music which links 18thC 
musical traditions with modern day 
melody, lyrics and beat

• Create our own 'burial chambers', 
examining what is important to use in our 

lives and how we would want to be 
remembered. How important are special 
objects? Create own 'special object' 
linked to Portesham Mirror.

Connections to core learning:
- Maths – scale of time, mapping, 

coordinates
- English –writing to describe, reading for 

information and for pleasure, writing to 
entertain

- Computing – using technology to 
research

- RE – The Journey of Life & Death

- -Music – performing modern melody to 
ancient chord sequence

Connections to previous learning:
i. Reverse chronology following on 

directly from Ancient Greeks and 

Romans studied in Year 5.
ii. Fossil formation in Y3
iii. Religious ceremonies in Y3
Connections to future learning:
i. Ancient Egyptians - how people were 

memorialised . What lessons can we 
learn from our ancestors?

ii. Refugees/Equality - Who owns the 
world? Are some lives more important 
than others? How can we help 

everybody to feel that they belong?
iii. Eco –Do our rivers and seas hold the 

secret to the health of our planet? Can 
you ever be too small to make a 
difference?

• How do we respect the rights of others?

• How do we protect precious things?

• Are people's 'things' important to 
our understanding about them?

• How do we respect the things of people 
who have gone before us?

• Should we remove things from burial 
grounds so that we can learn about our 
past?

• Where should artefacts be kept?

• How will I remember when someone has 
died?

• Understand how values in different time 
periods might be different to our own

• How can we help people to see things in 
a positive way?

Local visits:
• Avebury stone circles
• Stone Henge
• The West Kennet Long Barrow

• Silbury Hill

Local experts:
• Wessex archaeology education team

Visitors:
• Sharing our virtual exhibition

Content: What will we learn?
Coherence: How does this link to other 

year groups and core subjects?
Compassion: What opportunities are there 

to show compassion for the environment 
and each other?

Community: Where are the links to local 

expertise and resources? Visits and visitors

Overall outcome
A (virtual?) exhibition of ‘Cave of Forgotten Dreams’ / Grave 

Goods / Memory Chest – what would YOU leave as your Grave 
Goods / Memories?

OR Poetry anthology – Class 6's Anthology of Memories

History (The Stone Age to The Iron Age), Geography 
(Mapping skills), Art, English, Maths, Computing (Using 

technology to research), Science (Evolution & 
Inheritance), RE (Journey of Life & Death), Music 

(Memories), PSHCE ( Thinking positively)

Year 6 Term 1
Is it important to preserve the past?

Main question for the year: Do we all have the power to change the world?

Key vocabulary
Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Neanderthal, Homo Sapiens, Migration, Survival, Shelter, Ice Age, 
topography, reincarnation, afterlife, evolution, inheritance, canon, ground bass, biodiversity, recessive, 
dominant, cladogram

Texts
Wolf Brother –Michelle Paver

Grave Goods poem trilogy –Michael Rosen

Transformative diverse individuals
• Darwin

• Female scientists: Anning, McClintock, Frankin, Goodall, 

Leakey

• Female archaeologists – Maud Cunnington, Isobel Smith

• The Red Lady  of  Pav iland (25,000-y ear-old remains)

• Oetzi – the Iceman

• UNESCO

Narrative hook
People: Torak, Archaeologists / cave explorers, Evolutionary 
scientists
Place: Europe during the Stone Age
Problem: Why do we need to know about the past? What kind 
of evidence is there for prehistory? How do we memorialise? 

How do we make death part of our lives?
Possibilities: Respectfully exploring the past without damaging it

Creativity: How will we show we 

understand in multiple ways?



 Test results and teacher assessments in all subjects 
are passed to the relevant secondary school at the 
end of the year.  KS2 test results can form the basis of 
target setting in Year 7 and can also be used to set 
GCSE targets.  The tests are there to help give parents 
and children an idea of how they are progressing, and 
for the authorities to measure schools on how their 
children are progressing through the key stages.

Why do we have SATs?



 Throughout Key Stage 2 (Classes 3-6) we have a 
curriculum that covers the framework standards, 
which means that the children are prepared for their 
SATs.  

 We do not rigidly ‘teach to the tests’, although the 
children are exposed to tests and experience test 
techniques and tips.  This is to make sure that they 
are fully prepared, so that testing does not become a 
stressful event. 



Many children enjoy SATs week, believe it or not!

Most importantly…….



 One paper lasting for one hour.
 Poetry, Non-fiction & Fiction texts

 Explain the meaning of a word in context
 Find information 
 Summarise the main ideas from more than a paragraph
 Make inferences from the text and justify with evidence from 

the text
 Predict what might happen
 Make comparisons between and within texts
 Explain how meaning is enhanced through an author’s choice of 

words and phrases

SATs – The Reading Test



 Independently

 Guided group with a teacher or HLTA

 Class novel every day 

 All the time as part of our everyday learning

 Focused work during English lessons

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

How do we read at school?

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


 One grammar and punctuation paper lasting for 45 
minutes

 Selected response questions

 Constructed response questions

 An aural spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 15 
minutes

 More details on school website

SATs – The SPaG test
SPaG – Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar



 Encourage your child to read regularly – hear them read 
and also read to them.

 Encourage your child to read a wide variety of texts, not 
just novels. Draw their attention to newspaper articles 
(First News, The Week Junior) and talk to them about 
viewpoints, bias etc.

 Ask your child questions about what they’ve read – why 
did a character act in a certain way? What might x be 
thinking now? Model your answers to them.

 Perhaps read the same book as your child or listen to it 
together and talk about it.

How can you help at home with 
English?



 Help your child to practise their weekly spelling:
o Ask them to write the spelling in context within a sentence

o Help to spot other words that follow the same spelling rule

o Practise the end of Key Stage words (marked with * on 
weekly spelling lists and inside homework books) 
whenever possible.

o Use websites such as https://spellingframe.co.uk/

How can you help with spelling?

https://spellingframe.co.uk/


 Writing is assessed by the teacher rather than 
externally, although schools are selected for 
moderation around every two years.

Writing



 Children are given a tool kit for each text type.

 All children in Year 6 should be:
 Using capital letters and full stops accurately
 Writing more complex sentences and using commas 

appropriately
 Using conjunctions to link and develop ideas
 Using paragraphs to organise ideas – and linking paragraphs
 Using more description to add interest (similes, adverbs, 

adjectives etc.)
 Checking their writing for accuracy.



 To achieve a higher level of writing, children should, for 
example:

 Use a variety of sentence lengths for impact

 Use a variety of punctuation correctly . , : ; ? () ! - “” …….

 Write according to the text type - with the correct level of 
formality - and manage shifts in formality

 Use a variety of sentence openers

 Use imagery

 Expand sentences by using subordinate clauses.



 Children will sit three papers in Maths:

Paper One – Arithmetic, 30 mins

Paper Two – Reasoning, 40 mins

Paper Three – Reasoning, 40 mins

SATs – the Maths Test



 Ensuring that they know their times tables up to 12 x 
12  - websites like hit the button on 
www.topmarks.co.uk can work well

 Help them with factor pairs.  Eg. the factor pairs for 
24 are: 24 & 1; 12 & 2; 8 & 3; 6 & 4

 Help them to convert between decimals, fractions 
and percentages.  Eg. ¼ = 0.25 = 25%

 Help them learn the 16 prime numbers up to 50

 https://myminimaths.co.uk/ is very helpful

How can you help with Maths?

http://www.topmarks.co.uk
https://myminimaths.co.uk/


 Our calculation policy

 Scroll through each operation (addition, multiplication 
etc.) until you find the Year 6 method for each

 https://ramsburyschool.org/about-us/policies-
documents/

Also on the school website….

https://ramsburyschool.org/about-us/policies-documents/


 We will run a SATs parent workshop in the term after 
Christmas.  

 Please let us know if there’s anything that you would 
find useful.



 During the year, we hope that Class 6 will enjoy a 
variety of trips and events to enhance their learning

 We hope there will be lots of sports and music 
competitions and festivals!

 We very much hope they will experience Ramsbury’s
Got Talent, Bikeability, Sports Day, performing a 
production and finally……

Year 6 definitely isn’t all about SATs!



 Our residential to Rockley Watersports Centre, Poole, 
promises to be one of the highlights of the year.

 Have a look at their website 

www.rockleywatersports.com

Our residential visit to Rockley!
Monday June 7th – Friday June 11th

http://www.rockleywatersports.com


 We’re very much enjoying teaching your children –
they really are a super class!

 As always, please get in touch if you have any 
questions: class6@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk

And finally....


