
4th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you all! We hope that you and the children had an enjoyable and relaxing 
Christmas break. Thank you for the lovely gifts and cards – we really appreciate the care you and 
your children put into such thoughtful gifts. This term we are learning about Antarctica, with a 
focus on Scott’s expeditions to try to reach the South Pole, as well as how polar animals are suited 
to the extreme environment.  
 
In English, we are writing stories about adventures in Antarctica, reports about polar animals and 
sections of Captain Scott’s diary, with a focus in all our writing of punctuating sentences correctly, 
forming letters of the correct size and spelling common exception words correctly. 
How you can help 

• Help your child to practise spelling common exception words in sentences, making sure 
that he or she starts each sentence with a capital letter and finishes each sentence with a 
full stop or question mark. The common exception words we focus on are featured on the 
vest mats sent home (and available on Google Classroom).  

• Check that your child is making lower case letters such as ‘a’ or ‘s’ smaller than letters with 
ascenders, such as ‘b’ or ‘h’.   

 
In Maths, we are looking at finding coin totals and change, division by sharing and grouping, as 
well as describing the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. 
How you can help 

• Using coins to play shops, finding the right coins to play for different toys or treats, for 
example. 

• Help your child to practise their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. Playing Games 24 (Fishy Fishy 
Fingers, part 2) and 25 (2s and 5s) or using online games such as 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/multiplication-and-division will help. 
You also have a book of times table games in the Maths Games pack. 

• Continue to support your child with telling the time, starting with o’clock, half past, quarter 
past and quarter to. 

 
Timetable 
P.E. lessons continue to take place on Friday afternoons so your child will need to come to school 
wearing a school jumper, P.E. kit and trainers on those days. As part of the afternoon will involve 
outdoor activities, children should have tracksuit trousers for P.E. lessons. Recorder lessons will 
not be taking place this term, but we hope to start them again in Term 4, weather permitting. 
 
Homework  
We have Maths, English and spelling homework every week, posted on Google 
Classroom on a Friday and to be returned by the following Wednesday. This term, for 
spelling, we are learning more spelling patterns. We will talk about adding suffixes at the 
ends of words, as well doubling, swapping and dropping letters. To change run to 
running, we double the consonant before adding the suffix ing. To change make to 
making, we drop the e before adding ing. To change dry to dried, we swap the y for an I 
before adding the suffix ed.  
  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/multiplication-and-division


Thank you for continuing to read at home so frequently – it makes such a difference. Please make 
sure that your child has their Reading Record book and reading book in school every Monday and 
Thursday so that we can change books and update our reward chart.  
  
Please continue to send your child to school with a named water bottle every day.  The children 
should be having outdoor playtime at some point every day so please make sure that your child 
always has a coat with a hood with them, along with gloves and a hat during colder weather. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at class2@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk. We will 
try to respond to your email as soon as possible.  
  
Kind regards,  
  
Juliet Rean  
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