
Science – We will identify and name a variety 
of common wild and garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen trees. Observe and 
describe weather associated with the seasons 
and how day length varies. Identify and name a 
variety of common animals.

English – Our English lessons and learning will 
center on books by the same author ‘Eric 
Carle’. The content of the books will be the 
focus for being able to write ‘the perfect 
sentence’ using simple but accurate 
punctuation. Starting with The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, to write the days of the week, 
number words and capital letters. 

Art and Design – This term’s ‘Take One Picture’ 
is Frida Kahlo’s – Self Portrait with Butterflies, 
which will be this term’s focus for our art 
lessons. 

Cross-curricular outdoor learning and 
continuous provision will be a focus for this 
term’s topic. 
Art/Maths - Using outdoor materials and 
resources collected to create their own 
symmetrical patterns and art work (similar to 
that of Andy Goldsworthy). 
Creative journals – Using inspiration from the 
book ‘Where my Wellies Take Me’ the children 
will create their own topic journals/sketch 
books. They will have the opportunity to 
record their learning in creative and individual 
ways. 
Poetry – To develop simple poetry about mini 
beasts and the outdoor environment. Enjoying 
and creatively applying rhythm and rhyme to 
language. 
Music – Creating collaborative soundscapes for 
some of the mini beasts and the outside word 
– weather, using instrumental and body 
percussion.  
Gardening – To design, plant and create their 
own garden for caterpillars and other mini 
beasts.

Reception – Make observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some things occur, and 
talk about some changes.

Year 2 - Observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature plants.

Find out and describe how plants need 
water, light and a suitable temperature to 
grow and stay healthy.

Year 3 - identify and describe the functions of 
different parts of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers

Year 5 - Describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, 
an insect and a bird.

How to care for, respect and appreciate the 
smallest of creatures. 

To know that mini beasts also help us in 
return, despite being so small. 

To plant and care for plants and a garden that 
we can enjoy, but will also support and nurture 
caterpillars and other mini-beasts.

To know the value of planting trees and how 
important they are to life (Earth). 

To care for and nurture caterpillars and once 
formed to release them into the wild. To know 
the importance of setting them free. 

Knowing how we can do our part in helping 
bees and understand why this is important.

To ask a local Bee Keeper to share their 
knowledge of Bee Keeping and Honey with the 
children. (Questions/Answer session). 

To visit the local nature reserve and to take 
part in a bug watch. The children will record 
findings, map the route and understand the 
importance of the local nature reserve (Not 
possible in Term 3 in Lockdown). 

Butterfly Conservation Trust project ‘Munching 
Caterpillars’ (South West Focus) 
https://munchingcaterpillars.org/resources/

Woodland Trust – Planting Trees Locally 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-
us/act/your-school/plant-trees-with-your-
school/

Content: What will we learn? Coherence: How does this link to other year 
groups and core subjects?

Compassion: What opportunities are there to 
show compassion for the environment and 

each other?

Community: Where are the links to local 
expertise and resources? Visits and visitors

Overall outcome
To celebration the butterflies release when they are successfully 

cared for and set free.
We will create individual/class journals to record the process and 
share memories/learning in class throughout the rest of the year.

Core subjects
Science, English and Art 

Year 1 Term 5
Are the little things in life as important as the big things?

How do minibeasts, plants and trees help us and each other? 

Key vocabulary

Environment, life cycles, deciduous, evergreen (trees), reflection, self-portrait, 

symmetry, observation, record, seasons (Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter).  

Texts:
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle, The Very Quiet Cricket by Eric 

Carle, The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle, Mad about Mini Beasts by Giles Andreae and David Wojtowycz, Where my 
Wellies Take Me by Clare and Michael Morpurgo. Tree – Britta Teckentrup, Grandpa's Garden – Stella Fry

Transformative diverse individuals
Eric Carle – Author, Illustrator and Designer

Frida Kahlo – Mexican female portrait artist inspired by nature.
Mother Theresa – ‘We must do little things with great love.’

Narrative hook
People – Children and a parcel containing caterpillars.

Place- Outdoor area in Class 1.
Problem- How can we create the best environment for mini 

beasts in our outdoor area?
Possibilities—Can we create a caterpillar/butterfly garden or 

a caterpillar café?

Creativity: How will we show we understand 
in multiple ways?

https://munchingcaterpillars.org/resources/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/plant-trees-with-your-school/

