It has been a fantastic four weeks since most
of us came back to school. There have been
many great events. Ramsbury’s Got Talent
was a definite favourite; everyone really
enjoyed watching all the fab-u-lous acts! Well
done to everyone who competed this year
and a very, very well done to the 2021
winners, Hamish and Ottillie and George,
James, Grace and Lily.
Red Nose Day was also great fun, everyone
dressed up in red and Ramsbury raised a
whopping £399!
The Easter Service will be the end to what has
been quite an unusual term; we are all going
to be singing, Easter Jubilation, Give Me Oil In
My Lamp, We Are Climbing and You Shall Go
Out With Joy.
Olivia Morris, Year 6 School Newsletter
Ambassador.

picture of George and the Dragon. They
questioned why the dragon only ate the girls
and in our retelling they changed it to boys
and girls!
Last week we had our dress up day, dressing
as a hero or superhero. Some of our parents
have answered questions about their
superhero jobs they do and they sent in some
great videos with all their answers.
We have learnt that we can all do things
which make a difference and that being a
good friend is one of those things.

Class 1
It has been wonderful to have Class 1 back
together again in the classroom and to get to
know all of the children in person at last! We
have spent time settling back into the school
routine and enjoying playing with our friends.

Class R

This term Class R’s enquiry question was
‘What makes a hero?’ We have had many
discussions about what a hero is. We have
talked about fictional superheroes, everyday
heroes and heroes in history. The class
particularly enjoyed looking at Uccello’s

As part of our London topic we have been
discussing Paddington Bear’s quote ‘In London
everyone is different and that means that
anyone can fit it.’ We have used this around
which to centre the social skills we have been
working on as a class; to share and to work
and play together in pairs and as a team.

We have worked as a class team to re-write
and to re-tell the story of the Queen’s Hat by
Steve Anthony, adding our own photographs
as illustrations, as well as adding and changing
some of the words. George’s wonderful hat
design was used for the Queen’s Favourite
hat. Well done George!
The children have shown great enthusiasm for
drawing this term. We have talked about
drawing and painting in a large and small
scale. We have also used our drawing and
painting skills to create a wonderful London
map, with each of the landmarks we have
discussed in class carefully depicted and
labelled. The children have also been very
busy building the London landmarks using
different construction materials and we have
had some wonderful, creative and often
collaborative work.

Pole. We made a flag. We had so much fun on
our trip to Antarctica.
Madison
We went to look for numbers. My favourite
thing was that we were all having fun.
Iris
We travelled to Antarctica and around the
world. My favourite thing about this day was
using compasses. When we got to Antarctica,
we put our flags on the grass. At playtime, we
were playing the Endurance and I was
Shackleton. I loved it and it was nice seeing
other people happy. I was lucky because I
brought vitamins, food and water.
William
We explored Antarctica. Orienteering was fun.
We made South Pole flags. We didn’t get
frostbite!
Jack
On Explorer Day, we went around the world.
We made a South Pole flag and we had a
compass to lead us to the South Pole. It was
fun.
Emilia

Class 1 also thoroughly enjoyed our topic
finale with a Design Technology focus week.
The children created their own version of
Notting Hill Carnival in school and paraded
around the school grounds in their
headdresses. It was a lovely celebration of all
their hard work and their return together as a
class this term.

Class 2
Class 2 finished our topic about Antarctica
with an Explorer Day.
We pretended to go round the world. We
explored Antarctica and went to the South

We did orienteering on the field. Antarctica
was SO hot! I pretended to be an explorer.
Luckily we didn’t get frostbite because Mrs
Rean forgot the first aid kit! We made flags
and put them on the South Pole. Compasses
helped us get to the South Pole.
Abigail

I loved yesterday because we did many
exciting things. When we were using the
compass, at the start everybody got it wrong
but at the end, everybody got it right!
Edison

Emma

My favourite part was looking for the South
Pole with school compasses. We also did
orienteering and wrote the answers on a
piece of paper. We pretended to go around
the world and explore Antarctica. It was hot
and sunny and Antarctica is supposed to be
snowy and cold!
Annabel

I enjoyed the Victorian playground games,
especially charades!
Isla

Class 3
Class 3 are so pleased to be all back together
in the classroom this term. We have loved
learning about the Victorians. It has been a
really exciting topic!
Some things we have really enjoyed this term
have been: making posters about Queen
Victoria and Sarah Forbes Bonetta, dressing
up as Queen Victoria and Prince Albert and
creating our own royal, framed portraits. We
also enjoyed creating Dragon’s Den style
pitches about our own Victorian Inventions
we made, reading Around the World in 80
days and having huge cliff-hangers every
single day, using chatty language in our diaries
like Jane Pinny the Victorian maid, measuring
the perimeter of the playground and science
experiments with magnets.
Our highlight of the term was travelling back
in time to a Victorian School on Victorian Day.

It was funny when Miss Davis was strict and
had a cane!
Violet P

I liked having to stand up and take my hat off
when Miss Price entered the room!
Gus

I loved bringing a basket with bread and jam
in for my lunch instead of my usual packed
lunch.
Nathan
I loved seeing everyone in their fantastic
Victorian costumes, it really felt like we had
travelled back in time!
Miss Davis
The drills were good fun!
Beth
I liked it when the boys did technical drawing
and the girls did sewing but we got to swap
which was great fun!
Oliver

It was tricky to try to write with my right
hand, as Victorians weren’t allowed to use
their left hand. Especially with chalk on slate!
Bear
We couldn’t believe the boys and girls had
different lessons and we had to sit in rows. It
was like having our own desk!
Grace
It wasn’t fair that the boys had harder maths
than the girls!

Class 4

It has been another busy term here in Class 4.
We kick-started our Anglo Saxon topic
‘Digging up the Past’ with an investigation into
the mystery of Sutton Hoo. Although most of
us were still learning at home at this point, we
were fascinated to find out about the amazing
artefacts found at Sutton Hoo and had fun
learning about the role archaeologists play in
uncovering the secrets of the past. The
children also worked really hard to write their
own newspaper report; they sounded very
professional and had some very catchy
headlines!
From the 8th March, we were pleased to be all
back together in the classroom and we were
overjoyed to welcome Ms Martin and Ms
Miles to our Class 4 team! Since then, we
have all been busy learning about fractions in
Maths and we have been reading Beowulf in
our English lessons; a story based on a famous
Saxon poem. We have had fun exploring the
language in this story. We wrote some
beautiful dragon kenning poems and we have
had fun writing first person recounts of
encounters with mythical beasts!

As well as learning all about the Anglo Saxons,
we have created some beautiful, Saxoninspired, illuminated letters in Art and we
have begun to make model Saxon houses in
DT. We are trying very hard to make them
look authentic and plan to include a secret
circuit, to they look like they have cosy fires
lighting them up inside – we are all very
excited to see how effective they are when
they are finished.
We were very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Van
Rooyen this term; we are so thankful for all

the care and kindness that she always showed
to every member of Class 4. We will certainly
miss her smile but we wish her all the best as
she embarks on her next exciting adventure!
Thank you for a great term, Class 4; we hope
you all have a wonderful holiday full of fun,
sunny days…and chocolate eggs!

Class 5
In English, we have been reading ‘Oranges in
No Man’s Land’ by Elizabeth Laird. It is a
fiction book based on the author's
experiences in Lebanon. We wrote recounts
from another character's point of view. We
also wrote recounts about our lockdown
experience.
Last week we wrote Japanese Haikus (using
the 5-7-5 syllable rule)
Long flowing grasses.
Deer dancing and prancing through
The acres of trees.
PSHE was linked with Science. We learned
about human growth and how babies
develops in their mother’s womb. We looked
at what babies can do at different stages of
development.
In PSHE, we learned about stereotypes and
how they are an opinion, often about girls and
boys, which presumes you like something
based on your gender. Later on, we split into
groups and were taught about puberty. Mrs
Pollock told us what will happen as we get
older.
I really enjoyed this term.
Molly F
This term, we have been making Celtic and
Roman shields. We planned the designs in the
spirit of either Roman or Celtic styles.

the first Friday that everyone was back in
school, each class watched the acts and then
there was a live Google Meet with all the
classes in the school watching the judges
announce 3rd place, 2nd place and 1st place!
3rd place… Isla from class 5!
2nd place… Alex from class 4!
And 1st place… George B(6), James(4),
Grace(3) and Lily(R) AND…… Hamish(3) and
Ottilie(R)!
Congratulations!
We have tadpoles! We have studied them
under a microscope most days and watched
them from when they were eggs. Sometimes
they come into our class tank, but most of the
time, they are in a paddling pool in Class 5’s
garden.
We researched life in Ramsbury before the
Romans. We found out the Celtics lived in
roundhouses and were drawn to Ramsbury
because of the River Kennet. We also learned
about Boudica trying to fight against the
Romans.
Pippa C
In Geography we have been looking at maps.
We looked at old maps of Ramsbury (the
earliest was 1839) and tried to find Ramsbury.
Then we had to find different places based on
human or physical features.
Jasper B

Class 6
During the third Lockdown, Mrs Ritchie (Class
6’s HLTA) organised a weekly Bake Off
competition for all of the pupils in school and
at home. On a Monday, she would announce
what the Bake Off that week would be. The
first week was bread week. The class would
make, bake and present their creations during
the week. We would then take a picture of
the finished product and send it in to the
judge - Mrs Ritchie! Mrs Ritchie would
announce the Star Baker on the class stream
of the week and set the next new challenge.
In January, Ramsbury’s Got Talent judges
(Annabelle W, Ted, Ben and Daisy D) launched
the auditions for the school's talent show. It
went from 55 auditions to 22 semi-finalists to
15 finalists over the course of the whole term.
From Class 6 there were 12 auditions, and 6
people got through to the semi-finals. The
golden buzzers winners went straight through
to the final! At the end of the competition, on

In other news, some musicians from Class 3,
Class 5 and Class 6 have started rehearsing
the orchestra again with Mrs Haynes. The
orchestra is going to play at the Easter service
on the 1st of April.
Since all of Class 6 have been back in school,
some of us have been asked to read some
books for Miss Price and Fixi. In pairs (with
someone that you read at about the same
pace with) you go into Miss Price’s office and
choose a book for you both to read.
Throughout reading, you confer with a
partner about the book. Then once you and
your partner have finished, you write a book
review and give it back to Miss Price and Fixi.
These books will then go on display for
everyone to read and are called ‘Fixi’s
Favourites’!
Mrs Lucas has asked for two ‘Bookworms’
from every class in the school. This is so she
can see how classes are doing in reading and
what books they like to read. In our class, so
many people wanted to do it, that Mrs Pegg
actually had to pull names out of a hat to
choose the Bookworms! In the end, Class 6’s
Bookworms are Olivia and Darcy. In Class 6,
we have group reading every day, where a
small group goes out with Mrs Haynes / Mrs
Pegg and the rest of the class do whole class
reading with Mrs Ritchie.
On Friday the 19th March, the whole of
Ramsbury School came in wearing red! Every
single student was dressed in a red t-shirt or
red trousers, red shorts or even red hair dye!
Anyone wearing red donated some money to
the Red Nose fund. Even though we did
normal subjects that day, we also did a Red
Nose quiz! All in all, Ramsbury Primary School
raised a whopping £350.10 for Comic Relief!!
Crazy... but true!
Annabelle T and Elli

Update from Ramsbury English Hub from Mrs
Lucas

Ramsbury is very proud to one of the
Department for Education English Hubs, one
of just 34 schools nationwide recognised for
excellence in teaching early reading and
phonics.
English Hubs were established as centres of
excellence - they support schools in their
geographical region in developing best
practice in early reading, phonics, early
language and fostering a love of reading. We
have continued our work throughout the
pandemic, albeit virtually, and are currently
supporting nearly 300 primary schools across
Wiltshire, Swindon and the surrounding
area. Our support ranges from delivering
workshops to professional support and
advising schools on how to make the best use
of funding. Our team employs five specialist
teachers (including Mrs McCallum in Class 1)
who offer support for a number of
schools. We have recently hosted a virtual
showcase event during which our highly
experienced Ramsbury teachers shared their
pre-recorded phonics lessons as examples of
best practice and engaged with local schools
in live question and answer sessions.
Being an English Hub is not only a great
accolade for our school it also enriches the
provision for our own children in many ways;
for instance it puts us at the forefront of
developing best practice in early literacy and
informs our own continuing development of
teaching and learning at Ramsbury school.
You can find out more about us on our
website:
https://ramsburyschool.org/englishhub/

NEW LOOK OGNS
We are delighted to share that OUR gorgeous
GREAT NEW SPACE (OGNS) has recently
benefited from some TLC and a designated
music area and an informal, whole school
reading space for all our children is starting to
take shape. We know that developing a
lifelong love of reading enriches our children’s
vocabulary, writing and, ultimately, their
lives. Each class now has their very own
Ramsbury Bookworms who are tasked with
promoting new books and sharing peer
recommendations. They are working with us
to develop Our Great New Space further ...
Watch this space for more news!

Have a lovely Easter
holiday everyone!

