
       Class 3 Term 1 2021  
 

 
Dear Parents,  

 
I hope that the children have had a great break and are 

eager to be back at school! I really look forward to 
welcoming them into Class 3. 

 
This term we will be studying our termly focus question 

‘Is the Earth an author?’  
 

Please see the curriculum overview for a detailed view 
of how we are doing this. 

 
 

 
What are the children learning about this term and how can you support them in these areas? 
 

English  Reading: We will be doing whole class reading daily where we will be developing 
our comprehension and vocabulary understanding. We will look at the following 
texts – ‘Stone Girl, Bone Girl’ by Laurence Anholt, ‘Monster Stones’ by Jacqui 
Bailey and ‘Dinosaur Lady’ by Linda Skeers. Fortnightly, the children will also take 
part in paired reading with a teacher - an opportunity for them to read out loud 
and discuss the text in a smaller group. Children will have a weekly Reading for 
Pleasure session in OGNS where they will have an opportunity to read a book of 
their choice, discuss books with each other and recommend books to each other. 
We also have a daily story time. This term I am reading the book ‘Dinosaur 
Trouble’ by Dick King Smith to the children. Please ensure you are listening to 
your child read daily and they have many opportunities to read different types of 
texts (e.g. shopping lists, leaflets etc.) 

 Writing: We will be building on skills taught in Class 2 to write a variety of text 
types. We will be immersed into the story ‘The Girl and the Dinosaur’ by Holly 
Hughes and Sarah Massini to then write our own versions using our own settings 
and characters. We will also be using our Science knowledge to write non-fiction 
explanation texts to explain how fossils are formed. In grammar, we will be 
focusing on types of word class, expanded noun phrases, types of sentences, 
expanding sentences and past and present tense this term. Pobble 365 
https://www.pobble365.com/ is a great tool for children to use at home to 
provide them with creative writing opportunities. 

 Spelling: Spelling is taught and practised daily alongside handwriting. Please see 
the spelling words for the term to see what we are covering so that the children 
can practise at home. 

Maths  Adding and subtracting across ten. Children will be adding three 1-digit addends 
to secure their number bonds within ten. Once this is secure they will then solve 
addition and subtraction problems that bridge ten. These small steps will best 
prepare the children to select appropriate mental strategies when working with 3-
digit numbers in Class 3. 

 Numbers up to 1000. Children will be applying their place value knowledge of 
numbers up to 1000 in a range of different representations including: the 
relationship between 10s, 100s and 1000s, multiples of 10, complements to 100, 
reading and writing numerals up to 1000, finding 10 more and 10 less, converting 
and measuring in mm, cm and m and representing numbers up to 1000 on 
number lines. They will solve a variety of problems. 

 In our daily Maths Fluency sessions this term, we will be focusing on mental 
strategy selection and ‘make ten and then’ for addition and subtraction. The 

https://www.pobble365.com/


purpose of these sessions is to ensure the children have the fluency of these 
number facts to ensure they can be confident problem solvers. To support your 
children at home, we will be sending home resources/number cards that can be 
used to secure these facts.  

Science  The term the children will become paleontologists and geologists as they 
practically investigate how rocks, fossils and soil are formed. We will use our 
knowledge to create a ‘Museum of Curiosities’ in the classroom which will be 
shared on the Google Classroom. We will also have a trip to the Oxford University 
Museum to inspire us! 

Computing  Children will understand that images can be manipulated. We will be using the 
iPads to take photographs and will then edit our photos using ‘Paint’ to make a 
Jurassic-looking Ramsbury! 

Geography  We will be using Google Earth and Ordinance Survey maps to study the coastal 
areas of the UK, in particular Lyme Regis. We will be identifying human and 
physical features of Lyme Regis and will discuss the impact of tourism on the 
locals. 

PSHE  This term, we will be focusing on ‘Me and My Relationships’ where we will learn 
about: rules, teamwork, positive relationships, strategies to solve simple conflict, 
listening to the opinions of others and qualities of good friendship. 

Art  Using an example of some fossil lithography, we will be building on our sketching, 
cutting and sticking skills to create printing blocks using cardboard and string. We 
will then print our own fossil on a watercolor background.  

DT  Linking with our Museum of Curiosities, children will be researching, designing, 
creating and evaluating their own gift boxes for their Museum Shop. 

PE  Our PE day is a Thursday afternoon with Mr Samaras when the children will be 
swimming. On Tuesday morning they have a second session with Mr Samaras, but 
only need trainers for this.  

RE  Children will be introduced to Sikhism where they will learn about the significance 
of Guru Nanak and the Khanda symbol to Sikhs. 

French  Class 3 will be having weekly French lessons with Madame Hanscomb. 

Homework  Each Friday children will receive a piece of Maths and English homework which is 
to be completed on the Google Classroom. Homework is due the following 
Wednesday. Spelling words for the next week will be sent home on the Friday for 
children to practise alongside spelling sessions in school. These spellings will be 
tested on the Thursday through transcription. As always, we would like our 
children to be reading daily and to ensure that they are practising their spelling 
words. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns then please contact the Class 3 team using the email 
class3@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk.  
 
If you have an urgent message then please call the office. 
 
Thank you  
Miss Davis   

mailto:class3@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk

