Hello everyone and welcome to our October
newsletter. It has been a busy term for the
school and we hope you enjoy reading about
all the wonderful things we have been doing
recently in each Class.
Mollie Fawcus, Year 6 School Newsletter
Ambassador.

Class R
Class R have been settling into their new class
and exploring their environment.

The children made potions in the mud kitchen
and sand castles in the sand pit. They have
also spent a lot of time on the new class
vehicle made by Mr Ulry, our caretaker,
travelling to places all around the world.
The class are settling in to the daily routines
and they have spent time with their Year 6
buddies, who have been amazing at helping
the children settle in and have fun at lunch
times.
First thing in the morning, we listen to our
meditation chime and practise our breathing
to keep our engines running calmly. We have
been learning how to be good friends and
sharing what makes us unique.

They have spent a lot of time outside and
discovered raspberries, beans and tomatoes
which they have enjoyed picking, counting
and eating!

The children have worked with partners to
mix primary colours and make pictures. They
have made repeated pattern fruit kebabs and
they have taught Ollie the Ostrich how to
count – he doesn’t listen very well!
They have learned about bones and skeletons
and worked in groups to complete skeletons
made out of natural materials and put
together paper ones.

“We didn’t find many green leaves. Some
were brown and I took a red one home!” –
Eden

We have listened to lots of music by
Tchaikovsky, discovered the sounds different
instruments play and how loudly and quietly
they can be played.

“We found an acorn. It came from an oak
tree” – Ella
“I found a crab apple and it had gone brown
because it wasn’t living on a tree” – Beau

The children have also been working hard and
having lots of fun with Mr Samaras in PE and
dance with Cheryl, from Marlborough
Academy of Dance and Drama.

Class 1
The weather has turned noticeably chillier and
Class 1 became nature detectives to spot signs
of Autumn.

“Red berries are a sign of Autumn” – Thea

We took our discoveries into the classroom
and used them to find out about Autumn. We
mixed paint to make Autumn colours and
have been using different shaped leaves to
print with. We wonder what else we might
find this Autumn?

Class 2
This term we have been learning all about
Jamaica.

We have learned about Bob Marley. We
listened to some of his songs, Three little birds
and One love. We enjoyed it so much we
danced along.
We have been learning lots of facts about
Benjamin Zephaniah and using them in our
writing. Did you know Benjamin was the

oldest of 8 children and he decided who to
share a bedroom with by smelling their feet?

We made a Jamaican green salad. We all
worked as a team and helped each other. We
chopped, shredded and stirred and it was
delicious! We enjoyed making it so much that
a lot of us made it at home for our families.

‘The trip to the Oxford University Museum of
Natural History was my favourite part of the
term!’ Daniel

‘I was so excited when we saw Mary Anning’s
Ichthyosaur at the museum - we had been
reading all about it!’ Emilia
‘I really want to be a palaeontologist now!’
Billy
‘It was really interesting to get to touch and
hold so many different fossils!’ Hugo

We looked at the work of the Jamaican artist
Allan Johnson and painted our own brightly
coloured pictures.
In Maths fluency we have loved using the
rekenreks that are from the Netherlands.
They have helped us as the coloured beads
are in groups of 5 which makes it easier to
learn our number facts.
By Harry, Beth and Sophia.

Class 3
Class 3 have had a fantastic first term
together. Our termly focus has been ‘Is the
Earth an author?’ where we have been
learning all about the Jurassic Coast, rocks,
fossils and famous palaeontologists (like Mary
Anning)!
‘It was great fun to create our own Class 3
museum!’ Noah P
‘I found it interesting to write an explanation
text about fossils for our Class 3 museum.’
Clarke and Olivia

‘One of my highlights of the term was when
Annabel got to sniff a coprolite at the
museum!’ Miss Davis
‘It was so much fun to design and make a gift
box in DT for our Class 3 museum.’ Martha
‘I loved the story the Girl and the dinosaur.’
Edward
‘It was great fun to start swimming lessons in
Class 3! I can’t wait to carry on next term.’
Cassian and Iris
‘It was lovely to be back with the rest of the
school again!’ Miss B

Class 4
Wow! What an exciting start to Class 4 we
have had!
Earlier in the term, we flew to Brazil in South
America and had to perform an unexpected,
but completely safe, emergency landing. After
swimming to shore, we worked as a team to
ensure our survival in the rainforest before we
were finally rescued. It was a wonderful sunny
morning and great fun was had by all.

"It was fun doing the flint." Shyanne.
"I liked it when we did the SOS as it helped us
to get saved." Emma.
"I liked it when we crashed the plane and had
to swim to the rainforest." Audrey
"It was fun singing songs around the
campfire.” Gus.

Thankfully, the sun still shone for us on our
trip to Marwell Zoo last month. We were so
lucky to see a baby zebra that had been born
just 2 days before and the Snow Leopards
wowed us just before we left. The real
highlight was visiting the Tropical House and
taking in the sights and sounds (and
temperature) of the Tropical Rainforest. We
learned about how animals and plants are
adapted to survive there as well as how to
classify animals.
"In the Tropical House, it was very humid. I
felt so hot! I liked seeing the birds chasing
each other on the forest floor and the sloth,
which was very high up and camouflaged."
Jake.
Excitingly, some of Class 4 have also been
learning to play the cornet on a Monday
afternoon. Hamish, who has now decided to
take up the baritone cornet at home, said, "It
is fun AND funny because of the noises the
baritone can make. We have learned Hot
Cross Buns already!”
Finally, we are really pleased that Tennis
lessons are back. Amongst many skills, the
children have been focussing on, “Improving
our hand-eye coordination and enjoying
playing the game Champions!” Louis.
We wish you a happy half term, and look
forward to the new term where we will be
taking a closer look at South America.

Class 4 are loving listening to Katherine
Rundell's book The Explorer and Mrs Creed
and Mrs Fry were thrilled to listen to her
speak so passionately at Cheltenham's
Reading Festival this week.

We made podcasts using Audacity (freeware)
and recorded lots of information about space.
We loved using Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock’s
book to help us. We did our podcast for 0.625
on the Dwarf planets. Pluto used to be a
planet but it was demoted in 2001.
Archie and Hamish

Class 5
Our big theme for this half term is ethics. This
is a part of humanity and we are looking at a
different aspect each half term.

In PE we have played netball and football with
Mr Samaras – we learnt how to pivot when in
possession.
Harry
Co-ordinated by James and Alicia

In English we wrote instructions on making
Lagana (an Ancient Greek bread) which we
also made in our DT lessons. The Lagana
bread was a bit plain but with the right
toppings, it was perfectly edible! Our Lagana
were made ethically using ingredients from
Doves Farm and Ramsbury Estates.
Tilly, Cara and Ted
In Geography we have looked at people who
make t-shirts for big clothing companies and
ensuring they are paid fairly. This is called
ethical trade and we all think it is very
important.
Dawson and Harry

Class 6
In Class 6, we have been finding out about
Prehistoric Times. This term we have been
learning about Stone Age animals, food, art,
evolution and how we know about the past.
We have also been thinking about whether
we should preserve the past so that we can
learn.
One interesting thing we have been doing is
debating about whether we should bring
woolly mammoths back from extinction; this
is known as de-extinction. We watched a few
videos about it and then we had a debate in
class. We used conjunctions and conjunctional
phrases to join up the argument.
This year in Class 6 we have had some new
ambassador roles as well as the old ones. The

two new ones are ‘School Fixer’, which was
invented by Ollie, and Florence and Amelie
created the ‘Class 1 Ambassador’ role. Other
ambassador roles include House Team
Ambassador, Eco Ambassador and Music
Ambassador.
Class 6 has mastered long division! It took
quite a long time to get in everyone's brain,
but we managed to get it in the end!

played along to the songs conducted by Mrs
Haynes. Class 6 also accompanied everyone in
and out of Harvest playing ‘Pachelbel’s
Canon’. Later on in the afternoon, we went
around Ramsbury in groups, delivering
harvest gifts to the elderly, which were sorted
by Naomi’s mum, helped by a few of the Class
6 parents.
By Molly Fawcus

PE
It has been an amazing start of the new
academic year. Mr Samaras has been
impressed by the level of skills our children
have, and their incredible passion and
knowledge when it comes to physical activity
and Sport.

One of the key things class 6 has done this
term is to write a Stone Age quest story
inspired by our class novel ‘Wolf Brother’.
We are very excited to be making Stone Age
cheese from the Neolithic period and we have
been researching it. Did you know that all
Stone Age people were lactose intolerant?
Another major thing for Class 6 this term was
Bikeability. Groups of ten were taken by
Richard and Steven and they taught us to ride
safely.
We learnt observation, communication and
positioning. On the second day, we went on a
nice ride to Ramsbury Manor after finishing
our practice.

Reception and Class 1 have been working on
games and activities which promote the 6
basic fitness components - Speed, Strength,
Balance, Coordination, Flexibility and Stamina.
Class 2 have been mainly exercising on
footwork and hand-eye/leg-eye coordination,
and were briefly introduced to some basic
Football, Tag Rugby, Netball and Hockey skills.
Class 3 have done an amazing job to improve
their skills in Netball and had an incredible
start with their swimming lessons, showing
confidence and good progression throughout
the term.
Class 4 have also practised Netball skills
(footwork, passing and receiving, 4'' rule, and
defending and maintaining distance) and were
taught by our tennis coaches the basic
footwork and hand eye coordination secrets.
Class 5 were brilliant in Football and Netball
and Class 6 also done fantastically well in
Netball and Padel Tennis.
We had many children taking part in the 'Bike
to School' week, our after-school sports clubs
were working to full capacity and during the
Football competitions (despite our lack of
luck!) children showed great skills and
sportsmanship making us all proud!
We also played PE games with many children,
during our lunchbreaks, with the Parachute
being very popular. There is Year 3-4 Football,
Year 5-6 Netball and inter-house Netball as
well as Santa Dash planned for next term…!

Finally, Class 6 had an amazing Harvest
Festival this year. We had a number of
readings read by some of us, and orchestra

Have a lovely Half Term
holiday everyone!

