
 

 

 
Hello and welcome to our winter 
newsletter. We are so happy that we have 
been able to celebrate Christmas at school 
this year, and are delighted that so many 
of the parents have been coming to watch 
the nativity plays and KS2 Christmas 
concerts. I hope you enjoy reading about 
all that we have been up to this term.   
By Molly, Year 6 School Newsletter 
Ambassador. 
 
 
Class R  
Our enquiry question this term was ‘Why 
do people travel?’. We began the term 
with a trip to Ramsbury estates, travelling 
in the tractor-trailer, which gave us our 
first reason for travelling, finding out 
about our local area and having fun. 
 

 

 
 
We followed the journey of Little Amal, a 
puppet who travelled from Syria, in order 
to raise awareness of the plight of refugee 
children and talked about how some 
children are not as lucky as we are and 
have to leave their homes often travelling 
on foot. 
 
We learnt about Diwali and learned how 
Hindus celebrate around the world. We 
read the story of Rama and Sita and how 
people celebrated their journey back to 
their home with Diva lamps lighting their 
way.  
 
We looked at the similarities with how 
Christians celebrate Christmas and 
noticed that food, music, dance and 
fireworks are often involved. We talked 
about Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem.  
 
Class R really enjoyed supporting Class 1 
and Class 2 telling the story in our Nativity 
performances. The children were very 
confident getting on stage for the first 
time.  
 

 



We looked at changes in transport and 
different types of transport to see if we 
could work out which was new and which 
was old. We also learnt about Amelia 
Earhart and how she was the first women 
to cross the Atlantic by plane.  
 
The children have completed many 
activities to refine their muscles for 
writing. As well as regular dough gym, 
they have cooked and made hand puppets 
and salt dough decorations. Jonathan has 
even become an expert at using 
chopsticks at home and has been sharing 
and teaching this skill at school. 
 
The children’s fine motor skills were 
further developed when they were taught 
how to use a saw and to hammer nails. 
They used these skills to make an 
aeroplane. Now they can use the tools, 
they will be able to design and make their 
own things. 
 
As part of the Queen’s Green Canopy, to 
celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in 2022, 
with the help of our caretaker, Mr Ulry, 
the Reception children have planted 15 
saplings of native trees at the end of our 
school field. 
 

 
 

This term the children have joined the rest 
of the school in our assemblies. They have 
particularly enjoyed Sing Up - we have 
many enthusiastic singers.  
 
Class R have been delighted to welcome 
many mums into class to read us stories - 
a big thank you from all of us. No dads or 
grandparents yet, but we are keeping our 
fingers crossed for next term! 
 
 
Class 1 
This term Class 1 had an exciting trip to 
Ramsbury Estates. We found out about 
the trees in our local environment and 
were very excited to adopt our own tree. 
Our oak tree is around 200 years old – 
wow!  
 

 
 
We plan to visit our oak tree through the 
seasons to look for similarities and 
differences. It will be interesting to 
observe the changes throughout the year 
and be inspired to write wonderful 
woodland stories.  
 



 
 
We loved our tractor and trailer ride to 
find our tree and everybody listened very 
carefully to instructions. 
  

 
 
Back at school, we drew our route as a 
large map and labelled the physical and 
human features of our local area. 
We can’t wait to go back! 
 
 
Class 2 
We have been making bags. They are for 
Ellen MacArthur to carry her Christmas 
presents onto B&Q. We coloured bits of 
fabric with dyes. We made the dyes with 
vegetables. We have made the patterns 
on the bags. The stapler was stronger than 
sewing.  
Reuben, Leo and Wilf 
 

 
 
We have been learning about the Titanic. 
The Titanic sank in 1912. It crashed into an 
iceberg and it scraped 5 compartments. 
The Titanic was only able to float with 4 
compartments scraped. Then the Titanic 
split in half. 
Henry and Delilah 
 
The Titanic was very grand. Captain 
Edward Smith was the captain and 
controlled the ship. The Titanic was so 
titanic the people who built it just called it 
the Titanic. Then it set sail. All was calm 
and people were dancing in the 
ballroom. But in the crow’s nest, they saw 
an iceberg. The captain tried to steer the 
ship but the ship did not turn so they kept 
on going and crashed. The captain tried to 
keep people calm but it didn’t work. It 
crashed, it tipped a small bit, it tipped a 
bit more, it cracked. After that it was 
gone. People have seen the wreck. 
Jolie 
 



 
 
Ellen MacArthur sailed around the world 
for a long time and on Christmas Day, she 
couldn’t open her presents. Luckily, she 
opened them the day after.  
Isla 
 
 
Class 3 
This term Class 3 have been looking at the 
question, ‘Can you stand in the same river 
twice?’. We have been looking at the 
water cycle and the different parts of the 
river. We also had a virtual and in-person 
visit from Action River Kennet (ARK).  
 

 
 
“I have enjoyed learning about the water 
cycle and animals that live in the river. I 
also enjoyed seeing ARK!” Emilia 
 “I enjoyed reading ‘Think of an eel’ and 
writing my own poem” Edison 
“I liked seeing ARK and found it 
interesting to see what was in the river” 
William 
 

 
 
“I enjoyed writing letters about saving the 
River Kennet” Martha 
 “I liked swimming because of the 
swimming teachers and it is lots of fun” 
Billy 
“I have enjoyed swimming because I 
swam in the deep end” Noah 
“I learnt how to dive when swimming” Nia 
“I liked learning column method in Maths” 
Megan and Noah 
 

 
 
“I like doing star floats” Madison 
“I liked singing the Christmas songs” Hugo 
“I enjoyed doing paper weaving in Art” 
Nico 
 
 
 



Class 4 
This term, following last term’s study of 
the Amazon Rainforest, we have been 
adding to our understanding of the 
diverse peoples and environments of 
South America. We have taken inspiration 
from the wonders of this continent to 
write non-chronological texts and tourist 
guides to describe these features. 
 
Here are some thoughts about our 
learning this term: 
 
“I have been enjoying learning about the 
Brazilian artist Romero Britto, his art is 
bright and colourful but not realistic. I 
painted a sider monkey in the style of 
Britto”. Caspar 
 

 
 
Our Author Study this term has been 
Joseph Coelho and we have been enjoying 
his funny stories and poems.  
 

 

“I am enjoying Zombierella by Joseph 
Coelho because it makes me giggle and 
you don’t get many stories where the 
main character has darker skin.” Nathan 
 
All the children sang beautifully in the 
Christmas concert and we know that you 
were delighted to be in school for their 
performance. 
 
“When we did our Christmas singing, I felt 
proud, happy and jolly because I really like 
to sing.” Evie-Grace 
 

 
  
“I enjoy reading in the Class Library as 
there are lots of different kinds of books, 
stories, picture books and information 
books. It is a cosy place to sit with stuffed 
animals.” Violet F 
 

 
 
We have been learning tongue-twisters in 
French. Here’s one I can remember- “As-
tu vu le tutu de Lilé Honolulu?” Isla and 
Emma 
  
“In DT we have made levers and linkages 
and Fact Sheets for the children in Class 1.  
I have made mine to share with Alfred. 
The levers make the animals move to 



make it more interesting for younger 
children to learn facts about jaguars and 
macaws.” Barnaby 
 

 
 
 
Class 5 
Class 5 have been considering Democracy 
this term and have used Greek Mythology 
as the foundation for their learning. We 
have also made parachutes to show air 
resistance and as a class we have 
increased our Friday spelling score (out of 
10) to 9 and it was 5 in September! 
 
We have enjoyed studying more about 
Ancient Greek mythology. We learned 
about Greek Gods, mythical creatures and 
Greek heroes. The thing I enjoyed the 
most was English. We performed our own 
version of famous Greek Myths and then 
we wrote our own Greek myths. Tilly 
 

 

I enjoyed learning about gravity and force, 
and when Dr Mark Smith came in. He 
works in nuclear fusion. I also enjoyed the 
Greek myth work and I loved writing my 
own. In Maths we have been learning 
about Prime numbers, square numbers, 
cube numbers, factors and multiples. We 
also play a game called Prodigy where we 
have to solve problems (set by Mrs 
Pollock) to win battles and you can make 
your own avatar. In PE we did a house 
netball competition. Zara 
 

 
 
We have learned three chords on our 
ukuleles and it was amazing to play for 
our parents in the Christmas concert. 
Happy Christmas everybody! 
  
 
Class 6 
This term in Class 6 we have been learning 
about the Ancient Egyptians and in 
particular what we can learn from our 
ancestors. We researched as many facts 
as we could, including information about 
mummification, hieroglyphs and trade. 
After we had all the information we 
needed, we used it to create non-
chronological booklets, which we have 
displayed in the library. The booklets had 
paragraphs of everything we researched, 
and we made a special explanation 
section all about mummification. We also 
decorated them with beautiful 
illustrations and colourful card! Did you 
know that when a body was mummified 
the brain was pulled out of the head 
through the nose?! 
By Molly  
 
Earlier on in the term, Class 6 and Class 5 
were split into house teams to compete in 
the inter-house netball competition. All 
teams played brilliantly and the scores 



were extremely close, with Muntjac 
House winning the top spot and Raven 
House coming in a close second.  
 
Then in November, we had the chance to 
use the tactics and skills that we had 
learnt when we entered three teams into 
the School Games netball tournament. 
The teams played different schools in the 
area. Team Three and One came second 
and Team Two won their group.  
By Isla and Zeb 
 

 
 
As part of our learning about life in 
Prehistoric Britain, Class 6 visited Avebury 
Stones. Everybody was buzzing with 
excitement - it was one of the best 
moments of the year so far!  On the way 
there, we saw Silbury Hill and West 
Kennet Long Barrow. 
 

 
 
Whilst we were there, we tried to push 
over one of the stones - unsurprisingly we 
couldn’t! We found it fascinating to think 
about why the stones had been put there 
and what the area had been used for. 
Following our visit, we used what we had 
seen to create some art using gouache 

and canvas, based on Anna Dillon’s work 
on Avebury and the surrounding area.   
By Myles 
 

 
 

 
 
In Science, we have been learning about 
the heart and our circulatory system.  
Dr and Mrs Foley came in and talked to us 
all about the heart. They brought some 
pacemakers for us to have a look at and 
explained how doctors use them to 
regulate people's heartbeats. We have 
also learnt lots about some of the things 
that our blood carries around our bodies 
and that our veins have valves in them 
that stops all of our blood collecting in our 
feet!  
 
We carried out our own investigation to 
see how our recovery rate changed when 
we did different activities after we had 
exercised, and used the sweets Skittles 
and water to look at how different things 
in our bodies can be carried into our 
blood. We found that the dye from the 
Skittles moved from places where there 
was more of it to where there was less. 
We used the iPads to record some of the 
amazing patterns that we made. 
By Evie 



PE 
Term 2 has been very busy and all the 
children have done an amazing job in their 
PE lessons.  
 
Classes 5 and 6 competed in their very 
own Netball House competition. Three 
teams went to Marlborough College and 
took part in a School Games Netball 
tournament getting one 1st and two 2nd 
places in their groups. 
  

 
 
The children also enjoyed dance lessons 
linked to their class themed learning. Class 
5 did Ancient Greek dancing and Class 6 
Stone Age and Ancient Egypt related 
dancing.  
 

 
 
In Classes R, 1 and 2, we improved our 
skills using movement phrases and did 
many games in pairs and groups, using 
different equipment to improve strength, 
speed and coordination. Classes 1 and 2 
also impressed Mr Samaras with their 
skills in Gymnastics.  
 
Class 3 improved their football skills 
during their Tuesday PE lessons, and in 

swimming, they have made great 
progress. 
 
Class 4 were the stars of the term, 
working incredibly hard improving their 
football and hockey skills and we were so 
lucky to be able to use the field for all our 
lessons. 
 
Special thanks go to our Year 6 Sports 
Leaders who did an amazing job running 
the lunchtime sports club for our younger 
children this term.  
 

 
 
Thank you to all children for taking part in 
the Santa Dash run and for all their hard 
work during the term.  
 
Looking forward to an even more exciting 
and active Term 3 with Hockey, Cricket, 
Gymnastics and Dance competitions 
scheduled, as well as a house competition 
for children in Classes 1 and 2. 
 

Have a 
lovely 

Christmas 
everyone! 


