
Transformative and/or diverse individuals
Jane Colden

Creativity: How will we show we understand 
in multiple ways?

Narrative hook
People: Botanists
Place: Ramsbury
Problem: Children to receive a message from space about life on earth. 
Children to investigate if human life is possible on other planets. What 
makes it possible for human survival on Earth? Children to design a space 
garden (linked to the Zinnia plant in space). They will then create some 
instructions for a recipe of food made purely by using produce from the 
land.
Possibilities: Could we grow plants in space? How can our actions affect the 
environment? How does this then affect us?

• English: writing fictional stories based on 
The Promise, a focus on a having a 
relationship with nature, instruction 
writing linked to farm to fork challenge

• Science: the life cycle of plants,  humans 
need for plants in different areas of life, 
botanists and their role (Jane Colden), 
study of plants in space (Zinnia), designing 
space gardens of their own, children to 
further investigate requirements of plant 
life by planting and growing their own.

• Art: Study of Van Gogh. Use of the impasto 
technique to create art based on 
Sunflowers

• Geography: land use and local area study 
of Ramsbury. Map work, human and 
physical geography of the local area, 
farming in Ramsbury

• DT – Farm to fork challenge, working with 
Ramsbury estates

Science experiments
Surveying the local land
Outdoor learning
Farm to Fork challenge

Connections to previous learning:
• Year R and 1: Previous topics about plants 
• Year 2: Women who changed the world
• Year 3: Different types of scientists –

palaeontologists, environmentalists (rivers 
and rocks) 

Connections to future learning:
• Year 5:

Year 6: Activism

Why should we take care of the environment?
How can we take care of the environment?
Why are plants important?
What a world be like with no plants?
How can I teach others to take care of plant 
life?
Why is plant life important for animals 
survival?
What positive impacts do humans have on 
plant life?
What  negative impacts do humans have on 
plant life?
Can we rewind the damage done to our 
planet?
How can we play our part to take care of plant 
life in our local environment?
How can I have a positive relationship with 
nature?
What benefits does nature have to me?
Why would someone become a botanist?
Why are botanists just as important as other 
scientists?
What positive impact can nature have on 
members of our local community?

Ramsbury Estates – farm to fork challenge

Content: What will we learn? Coherence: How does this link to other year 
groups?

Compassion: What opportunities are there to 
show compassion for the environment and 

each other?

Community: Where are the links to local 
expertise and resources? Visits and visitors

Overall outcome: a) Children will take on the role of botanists. They will know 
how to take care of plants and will investigate the life cycle in detail. They will 
think about the importance of plants for the survival of earth and its inhabitants. 
They will explore this through many science experiments and through work with 
Ramsbury Estates.
B) Children will understand the impact of our actions on the land and how we 
can take care of it better.

Key subjects
English, Geography, Art, Science, DT

Class 3 Term 3 2022
Year 3 Yearly Focus: What has left the biggest imprint on earth: Humans or the earth itself?

Term 5: Can we live off the land?

Vocabulary
botany, botanist, survival, nurture, pollination, support, reproduce, dispersal, bloom, deciduous,  

germinate, flowering, nutrients, requirements, maintain, environment,  reintroduce, endangered, 
habitat, species

Texts
The Big Book of Blooms by Yuval Sommer

The Promise by Nicola Davies
Flora: A Botanical Pop-up Book by Yoojin Kim

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl


