
 25th April 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to a new term. Our question for this term is, ‘Can dragons and humans live 
together happily?’ and we will be finding out about different dragons 
from around the world, including the British Manchester Ridgeback 
dragon, as well as reading stories about dragons. We start by using the 
book ‘Dragonology’ to learn about different types of dragons and we will 
be finding out which species of dragon are found on each continent. In 
DT, we will be designing and making a wheeled vehicle to carry Little Tuft 
to the land of the Snow Dragons. 
 
SATs 
There will be assessments (SATs) this term. Two reading tests and two maths tests will take place 
during the last three weeks of this term. These are carried out as part of our normal school day 
within the normal classroom environment, so the children do not need to worry about them, and I 
do not refer to them as ‘tests’ in front of the children. These tests form a part of my overall 
assessment for the year, with class work throughout the year providing most of the evidence.  
 
How you can help: 

• Please talk each day with your child about the book he or she is reading, trying to ask 
questions about why events happened, why characters made particular choices or why the 
author has chosen a certain word, such as ‘screamed’ instead of ‘said’ or ‘strolled’ instead 
of ‘went’. Also, please discuss the meaning of any tricky vocabulary and ask your child if 
they can use their understanding of the text to work out the possible meaning. Can your 
child tell you five key events from the story in the correct order? 

• Do some quick practice of times table facts (2s, 5s and 10s) or number bonds for 10 or 20 
(pairs of numbers totalling 10 or 20). 

• Please do not tell your child that they will be doing tests. There is no need for you, or your 
child, to worry about these assessments. 

 
We have been selected by the testing organisation NFER to trial optional Grammar and Spelling 
test at the end of this week. You have received a separate letter to explain why we are trialling 
these tests.  
 
In English, we are looking at what makes a sentence so that we know where to add punctuation in 
our longer pieces of writing. We are also having a big focus on handwriting, especially how to form 
our letters correctly, as well as spelling common words. In group reading, we will be looking at 
VIPERS (Vocabulary Infer Predict Explain Retrieve Sequence) questions, with a particular focus on 
answering inference style ‘Why’ questions and explaining our opinions about books. 
How you can help 

• With handwriting, please encourage your child to make all their small lower-case letters 
the same size, especially s and e.  

• With spelling, please use the word vest mat sent home previously to help your child to 
check their spelling of common words.  

• A key focus is on using capital letters and full stops correctly, so please check your child is 
using punctuation correctly in any writing done for homework.   

 



In Maths, our main focus will be on using known facts (number bonds, such as 5 + 4 = 9, and the 2, 
5 and 10 times tables) to help us to add, subtract, multiply and divide. We will also be looking at 
telling the time and solving word problems.  
How you can help 

• As always, if you can regularly look at telling the time with your child, this will really help 
them with this skill. Children in Year 2 are supposed to be able to read o’clock, quarter 
past, half past and quarter to on the clock. We have not yet looked at this in class but will 
be looking at this later this term.  

 
Timetable 
P.E. lessons now take place on Friday afternoons so your child will need to come to school wearing 
a school jumper, P.E. kit and trainers on those days. As the lesson usually takes place outdoors, 

children should have suitable clothes for the weather. If your child wears 
trainers with laces, he or she should be able to tie the laces independently.  
 
Recorder lessons will now take place on Mondays this term so 
your child will need a named recorder in school every 
Monday. You might want your child to keep their 
recorder in their tray throughout this term.  
 

Homework 
We have Maths, English and spelling homework every week, posted on Google Classroom on a 
Friday and to be returned by the following Wednesday. This term, for spelling, we are learning to 
check our spelling of words we often make small mistakes with. I have attached a list of these 
words at the end of this letter. If your child uses any of these words in any writing at home, please 
ask them to check their spelling of these words. 
  
Thank you for reading at home so frequently – it makes a big difference. Your child should still be 
reading at home every day if possible. Please make sure that your child has their Reading Record 
book and reading book in school every Monday and Thursday so that we can change books 
and update our reward chart. If your child is reading a longer book, they may well only change 
their book once a week to allow them time to read and reread for meaning.  
 
Please continue to send your child to school with a named water bottle every day. If the sun does 
make an appearance, it would be helpful to send a cap to be worn outside at lunchtime.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to us at pick-up time or contact us 
at class2@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk. We will try to respond to your email as soon as possible.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Juliet Rean 
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Spellings for Term 5 
Week 1 
saw 
come 
some 
with 
went 
was 
 
Week 2  
said 
of 
all 
have 
like 
looked 
 
Week 3  
when 
what 
where 
one 
once 
don’t 
 
Week 4  
people 
you  
your 
called 
there 
played 
 
Week 5  
could 
should 
would 
after 
put 
because 


