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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the 2nd edition of Governor Chat, the Governors’ termly newsletter for parents.  In this edition, we will 
introduce you to two of our Governors - Steve Sherman and Laura Collis. 
 
We very much welcome feedback to establish whether these newsletters have some value and what sort of things 
you might like to hear about in future editions. 
 
Miss Price keeps you up to date with what is happening at school on a day-to-day basis and we hope to build on that 
by giving a strategic overview of how we see the school developing over the next few years. 
 
As things stand, we have some freedom in how we shape our curriculum and in the extra-curricular activities we 
offer. We know you very much value this. We do watch our costs carefully and aim to offer the best possible 
education within the limits of state funding. 
 
To supplement this, our PTA raises funds from you for items, such as iPads.  Also, the Ramsbury School Development 
Trust (RSDT) relies on our parents for regular donations to fund other aspects of school life, including donations 
towards enrichment and towards the cost of TAs.  
 
One exceptionally generous benefactor recently has provided money for 50 laptops, and the RSDT is raising money 
for a further 10 laptops. These are necessary parts of school life and with school funding as challenging as it is, we 
are only able to buy them with the generosity from within our community. 
 
If you feel able to donate to the RSDT, the school would welcome this and you can set up a regular donation by 
contacting our school office on 01672 520244, or by emailing officeadmin@ramsbury.wilts.sch.uk  
 
As I mentioned in our last Governor Chat, we are starting to look at how we use our energy and what future projects 
can help the school save energy in the longer term.  This is a long-term project which will also require financial 
investment. 
 
Hopefully, we will begin to have more of an idea about how to achieve this in the coming months. 
 

Wishing you a Happy Christmas when it comes. 

ASHLEY DE SAFRIN 
CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 
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MEET STEVE SHERMAN…. 
 

 
 
Q. Tell us a little about yourself.  
A. I was born in North London and went to Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School in Hertfordshire. I qualified as a 
Chartered Accountant in 1976 and spent my subsequent career with KPMG, where I became a partner in the 
Management Consultancy Division in London specialising in Financial Services. I retired from the partnership in 2010. 
I’m married with two daughters (one is a Head Teacher in South London) and a son, and have three young 
grandchildren. 
I have lived in Ramsbury for over 20 years and taken on a number of voluntary roles for charities in the village. I’ve 
also been a governor of the University of Reading for the past 10 years.  
 
Q. What encouraged you to become a school governor?  
A. Having had the experience as a governor in the University sector, I thought it would be interesting to get insights 
into the workings of a primary school.  
 
Q. What makes Ramsbury Primary School special? 
A. As soon as you walk through the door you sense immediately that this is a school with a vibrant community of 
children and teachers. 
 
Q. What are your hobbies and interests?  
A. I’m an avid sports fan (and Chelsea supporter) and love all aspects of the arts. In particular, drama, comedy and 
music.  
 
Q. Do you have a favourite book? 
A. My one book for a Desert Island would be The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle, by Stuart Turton, a fiendishly 
complex whodunnit.  
 
Q. Share something surprising about yourself. 
A. Back in the 70’s I wanted to be the manager of a rock band and spent time as a roadie with The Jam and The 
Stranglers.  
 
  



 
MEET LAURA COLLIS…. 
 

 
 
 
Q. Tell us a little about yourself.  
A. I was born and went to school in South Wales. After living in London for more than ten years – and where my first 
child was born - I moved to this area in 2015. I am an English teacher, working in a school in Hampshire. I have two 
children at Ramsbury Primary School. 
 
Q. What encouraged you to become a school governor? 
A. After serving as a governor in my former school and enjoying the experience, I decided to volunteer as a parent 
governor in 2021. I feel fortunate to be able to send my children to an outstanding local school and wanted to offer 
my support in helping our school continue to thrive and go from strength to strength. I became the Chair of the 
Curriculum Committee earlier this year. 
 
Q. What makes Ramsbury Primary special? 
A. I am continually impressed by the dedication of every staff member. My time as a governor has given me greater 
insight into the inner workings of the school and, in particular, the enquiry-based curriculum that has been devised 
by the teachers to meet the specific needs of the children.  
For me, something that stands out is the depth of learning that the curriculum inspires. Nothing happens by chance; 
the curriculum has been written with great attention to detail and links learning between the different subjects. I 
enjoy seeing how the curriculum is continually evaluated and improved upon in the pursuit of taking our children on 
exciting journeys of discovery. 
 
Q. What are your hobbies and interests? 
A. I love to play tennis and enjoy walking and running with our pet Labrador. 
 
Q. Do you have a favourite book? 
A. As an English teacher, I feel incredibly fortunate to spend much of my time immersed in stories and the written 
word. A book I have loved revisiting recently is Educated, by Tara Westover. 
 
Q. Share something surprising about yourself. 
A. I am something of a geology geek and enjoy trying to work out the story of unusual rock formations. I am known 
to bore friends and family by lecturing them about rocks. 

 


