
 

 
What fabulous children you have!  
Not only have they been trying their very best 
with their day to day learning this term but 
they have also produced amazing Christmas 
performances. Classes R, 1 and 2 told the 
Christmas story with charm and confidence. 
Classes 3, 4 and 5 sang and played the 
recorder and ukulele with gusto! Class 6 
impressed us with their hearty singing and 
super acting with their performance of ‘The 
Grinch’.  
It was lovely to see you all at our Christmas 
Carol Service. Our Year 6 readers were clear 
and confident and Ted’s solo was angelic. The 
children sang beautifully and the orchestra 
accompanied us splendidly. Bravo everyone! 
 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 
Miss Price 
 
 
Class R  
Another busy term! This term our enquiry 
question was ‘Why travel?’. We started it by 
learning about Diwali and the journey Rama 
and Sita made back home after being in exile. 
The children made Diva lanterns and 
decorated them.  
 

 

 
We read stories and watched clips about the 
traditions associated with Diwali. 
 
We have continued our work on maps by 
sequencing pictures sent in by our parents of 
our routes to school. We discussed the 
different reasons people travel, for example 
work, holiday, moving house. We also learnt 
about refugees and people who are forced to 
move because of the circumstances they find 
themselves in. 
 
Our Talk for Writing text this term was ‘The 
Gingerbread Man’. We made a story map and 
‘hot seated’ what the different characters 
might say. Then the children used their 
phonics to write their own speech bubbles.  
 
Making gingerbread people with Mrs 
Woodhouse was a particular highlight. 
 

 
 
As we talked about journeys, we learnt about 
different kinds of transport. We compared 
some of our present-day transport to what it 
was like in the past. Our visit to the STEAM 
Museum in Swindon meant we could see and 
touch real trains from the past, not just look 
at pictures. In the workshop the children 



dressed up as different people who worked 
on the trains. We climbed on and even went 
under some of the old steam trains. Some 
children talked about the trains they’d seen at 
Hungerford and Great Bedwyn stations and 
how they are different from those trains we 
saw at STEAM. 
 

 
 
Now it’s almost Christmas we have been 
looking at the journey that Mary and Joseph 
made to Jerusalem. We learned songs to be a 
part of the Nativity play. Now we are learning 
about the different traditions we have to 
celebrate Christmas and those of other 
countries around the world. Madame 
Hanscomb has been sharing the traditions 
French people have. Did you know one of 
their many traditions is to eat oysters at 
Christmas?! 
Class R wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 
 
 
Class 1 
We have been learning about the artist James 
Brunt. He uses nature to inspire his artwork 
and we decided to do the same. 
 

 
 

 
 
First, we collected lots of Autumn leaves and 
left them to dry in a press. When they were 
ready, we took them out and wrote words 
describing how the Autumn leaves look, move 
and feel. 
 

 
 
In our independent learning time, we 
experimented with ways to make wonderful 
Autumn inspired pictures and patterns in the 
style of James Brunt and we also created a 
class piece on our classroom wall. I’m sure 
you will agree that it is wonderful! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Class 2 
We have been learning about the Titanic. It 
was built in Northern Ireland and sailed from 
Southampton. The Titanic crashed into an 
iceberg and sank. The Titanic had 2200 
passengers. The Carpathia saved some 
people. One of the passengers drew pictures 
of the Titanic sinking. We were happy we 
learned about the Titanic because it was really 
interesting.  
Seb, Fred and Sophie 
 
We learned about Ellen MacArthur. We 
learned that she was the fastest person to sail 
around the world. She sailed on a boat called 
B&Q and almost crashed into a whale.  
 

 
 

We made bags for Ellen MacArthur for her to 
carry her Christmas presents onto B&Q.  
 

 
 
We used different materials to make our bags 
and found different ways to join the materials 
together. We enjoyed learning to sew. We 
decorated our bags so she would like them. 
We made paper boats and it was fun. We 
were really good at it. 
Beau, Thea, Eden and Louis 
 

 
 
We enjoyed playing cricket with Mr Evans. It 
was fun because I got lots of points.  
Ava 
 
 
 
 



Class 3 
This term, our focus for learning has been 
‘The River’. As an environment, as a feature of 
the landscape and as an inspiration for our 
reading and writing, the River Kennet, which 
flows through our village, has been central to 
our exploration and learning. 
 

 
 
Our whole class text was, ‘Think of an Eel’ by 
Karen Wallace, and through it we learned 
about life-cycles and used its rich language to 
inspire our own texts and eel poems. We are 
also writing a letter to persuade people to act 
to protect the Kennet. 
 

 
 
Sienna said her favourite line in the book was 
‘sliding like a snake’ and Finian’s response 
was, “I liked using the words from the book to 
help me with my writing.”  
 
Heston wrote these lines in his poem: 
Think of an eel. 
Deep down, where it is black, 
Is a tiny eel 

Eel egg, becomes a tiny eel. 
He looks like a glass noodle. 
 
Anna Ford, from ARK, came into school to 
teach us about the importance of protecting 
the River Kennet and then we went to the 
river and were taught how to take a ‘kick 
sample’, with nets, to investigate and identify 
life in the river. 
 

 
 
“I enjoyed being able to look up close at the 
creatures in the trays.” Ruby. 
 
In art, we looked at the work of the Spanish 
artist Maria Arceo, who creates artwork from 
the plastic rubbish that she takes from the 
River Thames. We used recycled materials and 
plastics to weave a picture of our impressions 
of the River Kennet. We looked carefully at 
the colours that we could see on the river 
bank, in the water and the reflections on the 
water and wove them into our work. 
 

 
 



“I chose darker colours to weave at the 
bottom of my woven picture for the mud at 
the bottom of the river and all the other 
colours because I could see them in the 
reflections in the water. The silver is the light 
reflecting on the surface.” Delilah 
 

 
 
“I enjoyed weaving our picture of the River 
Kennet because I liked choosing the colours 
for the sky, the trees and the river bank.” 
Eddie 
 
 
Class 4 
Our Author Study this term has been the 
inspirational Children’s Laureate, Joseph 
Coelho. We have been enjoying his 
entertaining poems and stories and 
impressively, so far, a third of the class have 
reread his book Zombierella for pleasure! 
 
“I like Joseph Coelho because I think his 
poems are very bright and joyful.” Olivia  
 
“I liked Zombierella because the pictures were 
funny. It was so good, I read it in a day.” Abi 
 
We had a fabulous DT morning cooking a 
vegetable frittata and pineapple and banana 
salsa. The children mastered a range of skills 
and were keen to try out new herbs and 
vegetables. 
 

 
 
“I enjoyed the cooking because we got to 
chop and mix the ingredients to make our 
frittatas and salsa.” Poppy 
 

 
 
“I liked making the salsa because it was sweet 
and I liked chopping the ingredients.” George 
 

 



 
“I liked chopping the vegetables. My favourite 
was the frittata that we ate at the end.” Sam 
 

 
 
Cornet continues to be a favourite activity on 
Monday afternoons. Group One will be 
performing a mini concert to their parents at 
the end of next term. 
 

 
 
“Our music teacher always makes our cornet 
lesson fun and it has helped me to learn the 
note C and compare it to a C when I play my 
piano.” Edison 
 

 

 
We wish you a happy Christmas, and look 
forward to the new term where we will be 
finding out about the invading Anglo-Saxons. 
 
 
Class 5 
Class 5 have had another very busy time 
learning about all the different forces we 
experience in life and even more about the 
legacy left by the Ancient Greeks!     
We have still been following our ethical 
theme and have considered another aspect 
through our inquiry question ‘Does 
democracy work?’.    
 
We created some incredible art based on 
Victoria Topping’s ‘Mythologica’ pieces and 
were fascinated when Dr Mark Smith came to 
talk to use about black holes.  It was lovely to 
have a conversation with our French pen pals. 
It’s amazing that over two thousand years 
later, we still hold the Olympics every four 
years.  
Holly H   
 

 
 
I really enjoyed Dr Mark Smith coming to visit 
us and telling us amazing facts about black 
holes and the sun. Did you know that a black 
hole leads into a worm hole and then into a 
white hole and then finally a parallel 
universe?!  
Hamish P  
 
Some of us visited Marlborough College to 
listen to a very visual lecture on ‘Gases in the 
Air’.  
 

 



 
I liked the way that the coloured gases mixed 
together – it was spectacular!  
Oliver L  
 
We have finished our podcasts and they’re 
now available for listening!  
 
Writing the script for our podcast was very 
interesting – I feel very proud that everyone 
can listen to it.  
Nicola B  
  
In RE I felt good that I was able to give advice 
to someone who needed to make a hard 
choice between taking part in Wimbledon and 
following his religious rules about fasting.  
Barnaby W  
   
We have been learning lots of new 
techniques, which we have used in our 
Mythologica art work – they're fantastic!  
I loved designing my art work. Victoria 
Topping’s designs use such vivid colours.  
Shyanne D  
 
To finish the term, we have written some 
superb paragraphs describing when Theseus 
first enters the labyrinth to confront the evil 
minotaur.  
Happy Christmas from all of us in Class 5! 
 

 
 
 
Class 6 
It has been an extremely busy term for Class 
6. We began by making apple crumbles and 
leek and potato soup, which we then carried 
over to the Church Room to serve to members 
of Ramsbury Luncheon Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
We all had so much fun with serving the 
members and everybody loved us going. We 
tried some of our food when we got back to 
school - it was amazing! The crumble melted 
in our mouths! 
 

 
 
In Art, we have been making and painting clay 
sculptures of the special objects - such as 
magical mirrors - which featured in our quest 
stories. 
 
In Science, we have been learning about light 
and reflection. We have learnt about the 
properties of light and the purpose of 
different parts of the human eye. We 
observed what happens to a shadow as the 
distance from the light source changes. 
 
In English we have written quest stories and 
newspaper reports - we have even written a 
newspaper report about the Grinch who stole 
Christmas. If you came to our performance 
earlier this week, you would have found out 
how he did this - and you would have also 
heard the songs we have been practising for 
our production. 
 
We have also been busy selling poppies for 
Remembrance Day, delivering Christmas 
cards and working as elves for Christmas 
Fayre. Happy Christmas from everybody in 
Class 6! 
 
Zara and Cara. 


